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MONG the viſible 
A Beings in this low: 
er World, the All- 

Wife God aſſign'd the Pre- 
heminence to Mas, who was 
Created after his own Image. 
He, as. Rational and mor- 
gal, is neareſt Allied to An- 
N and a Subject fitted for 
oral Government, as alſo, 
for preſent and eternal Re- 


The PREFACE. 


TO Diſpute God's Right 
to Dominion, or Doubt 


w 
ther He would Govern. : 4 


telli Creatures; dt do 
fo, without a Law ſuited to 
their Rational Nature ; ar- 
gue Conceptions injurious to 
God's Wildom, Holineſs, 
Goodnels, and his TY 


IPG, as Creator. 


IN The State of Innocence, 
Resſox could make juſt Infe- 
rences, and infallibly Difceern 
the Law of Nutare, as the 
Rule of Moral Duties : This 
Law is the Will of God re- 
vealed, by What was written 
on Man's Heart, the Works 
- play's by thoſe 
ons * t Wor 
and his Relatiens that — 
ed from them. Aas had thoſe 
connate Principles of Wiſdom, 
Truth, and Juſtice, as mei 
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The PREFACE. 
him to what was C 
to God, himſelf, anda —— 

and to what-ever concern'd 
his Obedience to the Law of 
Nature, as the Condition of 
the Rewards annexed to it. 


YE A, Such was the Em- 
pire of Reaſon» over Man, 
and his Obedience to Moral 
Duties, ſo Natural and Eaſy, 
that a Pgitive Precept, about 


What was in it ſelf Indiffe- 


rent, is inſtanced, as if it had 
deen the only Condition of 
the Covenant of Innocency. 
But if Man had then fore- 
2 Rea- 
ſon, —— 'of its 
Perfe&ion, Joterpofal for 
Claim, to God's for 
his R had it 
— to it wir the Me- 
thods, which God took aſter- 
wards. for our Redemption, 
"Reaſon was 10 by 

A 4 its. 


The PREFACE. 
its own Light, to Diſcern 
them, that, without a New 
Revelation, it had eſteemed 
thoſe Methods both Incon- 
gruous, and Impoſſible. Na- 
tural Light being too low, 
and foreign, to penetrate into 
thoſe Miracles of Wiſdom , 
Grace, and Power, which 
were neceſſary to the Salva- 
tion of Sinners. 


WHAT Could Man ap- 
prehend, or judge, by Natu- 
ral Eight, — God's 
being manifeſted in the Fleſh, 
To Honour the Law, when 
Violated; Expiate Sin, by a 
curſed Death; Vindicate. the 
Honour of Divine Govern» 
ment; Merit, by his Obedi- 
ence, and Sufferings, a much 
greater Happineſs, than what 
was Forfeited by Sin? And 
all this, and more, to be pur- 
ſuant to à Covenant of Ra- 

demptiun, 
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The PREFACE. 


demption, wherein Chriſt was 
conſtituted, a Mediating Sure- 
ty, to do this ſo in our Stead, 
25 to be imputed to all peni- 
tent Believers, as their Plea, 
for obraining the Bleſſing 

promis'd to them in the Goſ- 


tel Covenant. 


SO Great were Man's For- 
feitures, by the Firſt Tranſ- 
greſſion, that he loft his 
Claim to the Aſſiſtances of 
the Holy Spirit; and it's o- 
ing to the Mercy of God, 
that he retained any more of 
the Light of Reaſon, than 
would conduce to the tor- 
menting Reflect ions on his 
own Mifery. It was from 
his Goodneſs, that any thing 


remaineth of thoſe Notions 


and Impreffions on his Mind, 
which teads to Vertue ; and 
that reigning Luſts, and Sa- 
tan's Dominion, are ſo far 

4 de- 


The PREFACE. 
reſtrained, for Mens own Be- 


nefit, and the Welfare of So- 
cieties. 


BUT, Notwithſtanding 
thoſe Remains, Natural Reaſon 
is greatly impair'd in its Light, 
and more, as to its govern- 
ing Power. Man is * 
Blind, Carnally minded, Dead 
in Sin, and a Slave to the 
Devil, and his own Luſts. 


HOW Unaccountable is 
it, that many exceſſively Ap- | 
laud the weak Remains ot 
impaired Reaſon, to a Con- 
tempt of Scripture-Revelati- | 
on, and the Operations of the 
Spirit of Chriſt, They aſcribe | 
to it, what it was Incom 
tent for, before the Fall: 
When they ſay, Natural Rea- | 
lon is the . Judge of all 
Articles of Faith ; It's a ſuffi- 
cient Guide, without revealed 


Truths ; 
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Truths ; No Article of Faith 
can be True, if any part of 
it is above our preſent Com- 
prehenſion; and, Objective 
Revelation is ſufficient to Sa- 
ving Knowledge, without 
the in ward Illumination of 
the Spirit: Whereas, a juſt. 
Senſe of the Effects of Sin, 
would convince Men; that 
it's by Goſpel-Light, the Won- 
ders of a Sinners Salvation 
arc revealed. It's by the Spi- 
11's Illumination, we fee them 
ſavingly; by Reaſon inform- 
ed by that Light, together 
with 2 renewed Heart, that 
they are Approved, and Af- 
fectionately Embraced; and 
the moſt exact, full, and cer- 
ta in Account of the Law of 
Nature, is contained in the 
Scriptures. 


AS Strange is it, how ma- 
ny go into the other Extream, 
A 2 and 


The PREFACE 


and tell us, That Human 
Reaſon has no Intereſt in the 
Chriſtian Religion; It is not 
to judge of the Evidence, by 
which Revelation is to be de- 
termin'd, whether it be from 
God, or falſly pretended ; 
What is Rationally deduced, 
as a certain Conſequence from 
the Scripture, is not God's 
Word ; and, that Rational 
Pleadings, and Expoſtulations 
with Sinners, are Unwar- 
rantable. And ſuch like Opi- 
nions. 


AMON G Other ill Eþ 
fefts of theſe Two Extreams, 
the Aptitude of the Miniſtry, 
for the Benefit of Souls, is 
much obſtructed. The Fer- 
mer are for Preaching no- 
thing, except Moral Duties ; 
and to urge no Motives, or 
Arguments, beſides thoſe from 
Natural Light. The Latter 

deny, 
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The PREFACE. 
deny, That Moral Duties, 
Commanded by Chriſt, In- 
torced by Goſpel Arguments, 
and Directed to Chriftian 
Purpoſes, ſhould have any 

lace in a Goſpel-Miniſtry. 
The one ſort Addreſs Men, as 
if they were Self- ſufficient, 
without a Dependance on the 
Merits of Chriſt for all Blet- 
ings; or on the Spirit, to ren- 
der the Word Effectual. The 
others, ſupport Mens ſlothful 
Neglects, as if they were not 
capable of doing any thing in 
order to Converſion, though 
their Rational Faculty be in- 
tructed by Goſpel Light, and 
aſſiſted by that common Grace, 
which accompanies the Word. 
Theſe alſo, eſteem it Legal 
Preaching, when the Truths 
of the Goſpel, are directed to 
excite Mens Compliance, by 
what Afﬀects Hope and Fear. 


23 SUCH 
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SUCH Is the Wiſe Ad- 
juſtment of the Goſpel Con- 
ſtitution, as to prevent Oc- 
caſions of both theſe Ex- 
treams. Here we fee, that 
whoever is Saved, aſcribes 


— 


CO AM 


the whole Glory to the Grace | 


of God in Chriſt, and not 
to his own Merits, or Na- 
tural Power ; and yet the 
are not excuſed from dilt 
| Endeavours; and if they 

eriſh, they deſtroy them- 
felves by wilful Obſtinacy, 
and Neglects of ſuch ſuper. 
added Helps, as made their 
State remediable. 


THE Reverend AuTror 
avoideth both thoſe Extreams, 
and diſcovers great Know- 
ledge of Goſpel Grace; and 
yer deals with Sinners, as 

ational Being; and with 


that Skill, as befpeaks him 


well 
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The PREFACE. 


well Acquainted with the 
Springs of Human Nature. 


IF Any weak People, ſhall 
Accuſe his Pleadings with 
Men, from Rational Topicks, 
and what moves their Hopes 
ind Fear, I would* deſire 
them to conſider, That GOD 
Dzaws us WITH THE Corps 
0+ a Max : His Word is 
fled with Arguments fit to 
'mpreſs Men, as Rational. 
Our bleſſed Issus, and His 
Apoſtles, propoſed Promiſes, 
o excite Obedience, by Hope 
Benefits; and denounced 
Threataiags, that a Fear of 
Puniſhments might deter from 
Diſobedlience. Surely, thoſe 
People may obſerve, Thar 
all God's Tranſactings with 
Men, by His Goſpel, fu 
poſe them Rational : It's 
io, when He Allures them 
by His Kindneſs, and nd 

om 
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from what an ingenuous Mind 
ought to be inclined by, and 
to be filled with Bluſhing, 
when it refuſeth ro Comply. 
It's to the Rational Mind 
He directs His Expoſtulati- 
ons, Reproofs, and Offers : 
It's ths falls in with the 
Spirit's Convictions, and con- 


ſents when Grace becomes 


effectual; and fo God graft. 
eth Grace on a Principle of 
Rational Self-Love,. and the 
Remains of Human Reaſon, 
and Abilities. 


WERE Things other- 
wiſe, How could Man's Sin 
and Miſery become aggra- 
vated, by rejecting Goſpel 
Grace; and the pleaded Ex- 
cuſes of the Man who had 
— One Taient, be Confu- 
c £ 


THE 
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THE Text improved by 
my Worthy BroTHER, re- 
preſents G OD pleading with 
us, by our Make and Nature. 
Sew vouxskLVESs MEN. 
As a Worker together with 
GOD, he manageth this Sub- 
ect with the greateſt Apti- 
rude, to Convince, and Con- 
vert, the moſt Unperſuada- 
De. If thou Readeſt this 
Boox without ſome 
E#e#, thou wilt prove thy 
ſelf to be a Brute in a Mo- 
ral Senfe, and ſhortly Wiſh 
thy ſelf to be ſuch in a Na- 
tural Senſe. 


BUT, I pray, and hope, 
a Tract, written with that 


plain Evidence, convincing 
Force, and moving Warmth, 
will not be loſt upon Thee, 
to thy ſorer Condemnat ion. 


1 
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I Can't forbear to expre% 
my Joy, that NEW-E N. 
GLAND i bleſs'd with 
a MINISTRY do truly 
fitted to Propagate the rea 
CurisTiaN FAITH * and - 
Happy, as to Diſtingui 
— . this, and — — 
ou to — ing the 

rving of carnal, trifling Pur- 
poles. 


TH AT God may Defend, 
Succeed, and Improve His 
Faithful Labourers, in all our 
CoLoxites; and continue 
His Goſpel-Truths and Wor- 
ſhip among Us, notwith- 
ſtanding our Forfeitures, and 
the malignant Attempts of 
many, ſhall be my earneſt 


Prayer to Him, who is HEAD 
over a Things to His Church 
— 
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in Him, and for thy Soul's 
Advantage, I deſire to be, 


h thy Faithful 
* 

al 

0 SERVANT, 
I? 


de Daniel Wikkams. 
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IS A. XLVI. viii. 


Shew yourſelves M E N. 
Hould they that manage the 
publick Exhortat ions, De- 


8 mand, L And we dv De- 
mand it ! ] of all our Chriſtian Hear- 
ert, to appreve themſelves rea Chri- 
f:4ns,1t1s to be fear d, the Demand 
ould not be univerſally comply d 
'vithal. We do inthe Name of the 
cceat G O D, proponnd unto our 
Neighbours, all the Faith, and Re- 
dent ance, and Fruitfulneſs, and 


'Varchfulneſs of Chriſtianity 5 and 
* B there 


Roaſonable Rehgion. 
there is too little Compliance with 
the Propoſals. But that our Exbor- 
tations may be render'd. the more 
Irreſiſtible and U be- 
hold the Form wherein they now 
arrive unto us. Inftead of ſaying, 
Shew your ſelves Regenerare Chriſti- 
ans, we will only ſay, Shew your- 
ſelves Rational Creatures. Let this | 
One Great Point be gained, and 
we ſhall go a great way to gain 
every Point, It is not more Eſ- 
ſential unto M A N, to be Animal 
Rationale, than to be Animal Re- 
ligioſum, He that 1s not Religions, 
is not worthy to be counted R 
tional. The matter between God 
and us, 15 now brought unto thoſe 
Terms, Either 4 Sant, or a Brut. 
Either become a ſmcere Servant 
of the Lord Jefus Chrift, or elſe 
pretend not unto the Name of a 
MAN: Murmur net, O ſinful 
Man, if all the Amel, in Heaven 

count thee but as à Jeaſt in the 

Shape of a Mar ; and by ſo mach 

worſe than a Beaſt, by how much 

more in the Shape of a Mn. 
The God of Heaven Rebuked 
the Sottiſh and Fooliſh Jdolarry 


where 


FA. I 


. 


Reaſomeble Rekrion. 

whereunto the Jewiſh Nation ſome- 
times apofftatiz'd : And in His 
Rebukes, having firſt Expoſed the 
ridiculous Folly of Idolatry, He 
thus calls upon them, Now, Shew 
yourſelves Men, O ye Tranſgreſſors ! 
7. 4, Do but aft Reaſonably, and 
you will no more be ſuch Tranſ- 


o-:frs of my Holy Laws. The 


bleſſed G O D would here argue 
Men out of Freligion; and He 
toes it from the Topick of Ridi- 
cul ons Wnreafonableneſs which Irre- 
gion 18 to be charged withal. The 
Hebrew Original is capable of that 
further Signification, Be Aſhamed. 
and indeed, A Nen Hi Ks 
%, would be Aſhamed of the Folly 
:hat is committed in Sinning a- 
gainſt the Laws of GOD. 2 
_lauſe next unto our Text, in the 
Hrench Tranſlation, very agreeably 
--nfirms. our Senfe of the Text 7 
Return to Senſe, O Tranſgrefſors ! 


The Great Point, which with 
che Countenance of this Text, I 
vndertake to manage, is This. 


B 2 Did 


In Sinning again#t G O D, the Sinner 
Aoes not att like a Reaſonable 
Man. 


Tis to act more like a Bea#, than 
hke a Man, for any Man to Sin 
againſt the God that made him. 
If Men would ſhew themſelves Men, 
they would not allow themſelves 
in thoſe things that are contrary 
to, and condemned by the Religion 
of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
Indeed ſome were once blamed, 
for Walking as Men ; but the mean- 
ing of it was, Walking as Men com- 
monly Walked ; not Walking as 
Men ſhould Walk, if they would 
ſhem themſelves Alen They who 
Walk as Carnal Men, and Senſual 
Men, do not act as R ational Men. 
Sin is an anmanly ſort of a Thing. 
"Tis Beneath a Man, to Sin agamf} 
the moſt High God. By living in 
Si, Men debauch and de 
| them- 
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Reaſonable Religion. 
-hemſelves below Men. Tis Reaſon 
whereby a Au is diftinguſh'd 
rom a Bea#F ; Sin is repugnant un- 
ro the Princip ples of at Reaſon, 
by which as Almi wy hath gi- 
ven us our Diſtincti In Sin 
Men offer Violence — the Prin- 
-iples of Reaſon. Though a Man 
that Errs does Iike a Man, as Man 
has now zaman'd himſelf, yet Men 
don't ſhow themſelves Men in their 
F-ror:, that is to tay, R eaſonable 


* Men. * Peeca- 
1 eſt in- 

| ar pecu- 

Nom, dum crra- 


in the Firſt place, we have a 
N eaſonable Demonſtrat ion of this 
Aſſert ion, in the Divine Teſtimony 
of the Seriprure. We don't ſhew 
ourſelves Men, if we don't receive 
chat Book, which we call The Bible, 
or, The Scripture, as a Divine Te- 
7imony. It ftands not with Rea- 
jon t at any but the Holy God 
!hould be the Author of ſuch an 
Holy Book, It is highly Reaſon- 
able, That the God, who i Good, 
and does Good, ſhould by Writing, 


Yes 


reach his good Statutes unto us. But 


if we ſhew aur ſel ves Men, we ſhall 
5 3 no 


N no where find Book but 
| where we ſhall Written 
Statutes of God, All the wicked 

— of _ Hell, hath 

employ'd Suppreſſion 

of this 1 If it had not been 

God's Book, it could not have been 

preſery'd, The Myſteries, the 

Prophecies, and the Majeſty of 

the Book, are the evident _ 

tures of a God upon it. We don't 

Pem ourſelves Men, if we do'nt En- 

tertain this Book of Truth, when 

we ſee Inconteſtable Truth ſhining 

m every Line of it; a Book, which 

the more it is examin'd, the more 

the Truth of it is demonſtrated. 

Now, one Thing aſſerted, as a 

Truth, in this Book, is, That all Sw 

is an wrreaſoneble Folly. A Sinner 

is called A Fool, by the Wiſe 

God : In the Book of Wiſdom, be 

is, it may be, an Hundred and 

Fifty times over, called ſo. We 

have Read of a great Prince, who 

was overtaken with a Sin againſt 
the Great God ; when he came to 

ſober Thoughts upon his own Sin, 

Sam. 24. he cried out, O Lerd, I have Sinved, 
10. and ] bave done very Feolsfhbly, Lea, 


\ 
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Reaſouable Ragin, =o 
1 Simmer is by the Divine Orac les, | 
aronounced, A Aa- A. A pro- Eccleſ. g 
digal _— is in theſe agg rw re- 3 

reſented as one beſides bemſel f. 
ic Men wauld but come to them- 
ſelues, with the Prodigal in the Pa- 
rale, they would come into the 
Service of God. The Service of 
te Lord Jeſus Chriſt, preſcribed 
the Chriſtian Religion, is called, 
A Reaſonable Service. A Man Rom. $2. 
without ſerious and practical Rę- I. 
ligien, is Emphatacally compar'd 
unto, A wild Ass Colt. What? Job 12. 
An Aſs, and a wild Aſs, and the 2. 
Colt of a wild 4s ! Behold, O 
lrreligious Man, Behold thy Pi- 
*ture, how tis drawn by the Pen- 
cils of God ! One once, with too 

much Reaſon made this Diviſion 

of Man: The Man, and the Beaſt. 
When a Man Sins, he puts off the 
Man, and puts on the Beat. And 
hence, when Man fell into Sin, tis 
ſaid, He is like the Beafts that periſh. Pſal. 40: 
A Man that has been dinning, muſt 12. 
bemoan himſelf before the God a- 
gainft whom be bath Sinned, like 
kim in the Palmas, Lord, I luv pfal. 73. 
been 45- 4 Beal before ther. Yea, 22. 

_ - the 


$8* Reaſonable Religion: 
Job 12. 7. the very BeaFts may Inſtratt the Sin 
ner ; and will Condemn him at the 

laſt. 

But we will paſs unto a further, 
and a Treble Demonſtration of our 
Aſſertion; and we will Prove it 
from Reaſon, that we cannot lay 
afide Religion, but we lay aſide 
KR eaſon too. 


I. Tis a moſt Reaſonable Thing, 
to Believe thoſe Things, which 
oblige all Men to live religiouſly. 
There are Two Things, which 
every Reaſonable Man muſt Be- 
heve, or elſe forfeit his Reaſon. 
A Man does not ſhew himſelf 4 
«Man, if he don't Believe That 
rhere is 4 G; and, That the Chri- 
ftian Religion is the Truth of God. 
But then, what follows ? It ne- 
ceſſarily follows, That we don't 
Act R gaſonably, if we don't Live 
Ryligiouſly. | 

Firſt, That Man does not ſhew 
himſelf a Nu, who does not Be- 

Plalm 14. eve, That there is a GOD. We 

5. read, that The Fool hath ſaid in his 

Heart, there is no God, An Arheiſt 
ſhews himſelf a Fool, — 


- La. = — — - 


eing of every 
ching elſe, may a more of Rea- 


ſor be end than the Being 


of that GOD, who gave Being to 
every thing elſe. It was a Rea- 
ſonable Speech of the Noble and 
Learned Earl of Northampton ; 
I could give any account, how I my 
elf, or any thing elſe, bad a Bein 
without Cod; or how there came ſo 
:onſtant a Conſent of Mankind about 
the Being of a God, I could be an 
Arbeit. But it is Impoſſible, it 
Impoſſible. 
Firſt, The Belief of a GOD, 

imprinted on the Hearts of all the 
World, is a ſufficient R e4ſon for 
the Belief of a GOD. Can they 
hem themſelves Nen, who don't 


Believe that which they find Writ- Rom. 2 


ren in their Hearts ? I pray, who 15+ 
Mĩit it there? As there is in the 
Eye of Man, an innate Faculty of 
Seeing, by which it will acknow- 
ledge the Being of the Light, 
vhenever *tis open'd; even fo, 
there is an innate Faculty in the 
Mind of Man, which is never in 
the leaft open d, but it acknow- 
ledges the Being of a GOD. 


B 5 This 
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fand. The Notion of a GOD, is 
Natural unto the Reaſon of a Man, 
an Inclination to conſeſs it, is en- 
graven in the Breaſt of Man, as 
with the Point of a Diamond. It 
is not the meer Tradition of our 
Fathers, or the meer Policy of our 
Rulers : No, they themſelves are 
under as much Apprebenſions of 
a GOD, as any of us. Let us 
but ſhrew our ſelurr Men What 
Reaſon have we for our Belief of 
lief is a Reaſon for our Belief. 
One muſt firſt ceaſe to be a Man, 
before he loſe his Belief of a GOD. 
It is eaſier for a Man to Expel his 
Expel and Efface the Senſe of a 


„ ge 


There is no God, as to be w 


nĩſhing Suſpicions of the contrary. 
Theſe Wretches horrible 


Twinges in their Souls, awaking 
out of their dozmg Senſualities; 
and in their Diſtreſſes, they Cry 
do the GOD whom they have 
Bl 


remember à Pagan Hiſtorian 
takes notice of it: The Perſians 
bemg purſued by the Greciars, 
were to venture over the River 


Song 
to Thaw : ow, ſays the H ĩſto- 
r1an, theſe Gallants, who a lirtle be- 
fore bad boldly maint ain d, there was 
no God, F-my ſelf ſaw them every one, 
fall down; on their Knees, and lift 

1 


ithout 27 no- 
ge tamen 


vehement, and violent, and aſto- g items. 


Rom. 1. 
20. 


Reaſonable Religion. 
up their Hands and Eyes, and Cries 
to Heaven, crying, O God, Help us, 
O God Save us, O God, have M 
an us. Whence is this Impreſſi- 


on of a GOD on the Souls of 


Men? Tis none but a GOD, 

that could Imprint it. 
Again; The Works of GOD 
commend, yea, command the Be- 
lief of His Being, unto the Reaſon 
of Man. Shew yourſelves Men. 
Was it not reaſonably ſaid, The in- 
viſible 1 of GOD, are — 
ſeen from the Creation of the World, 
even Hts eternal Power and God- 
head The Works of Creation are 
enough to ſatisfy the Reaſon of 
any Man, in the Being of a GOD. 
Let Reafon look upon the World, 
the various Parts of it, the curious 
End: of it, the incomparable Order 
of it; it will ſee a World of Reaſon 
to conclude, That there is a GOD, 
who made ſuch a World, There 
are the ſenſible Stamps of an Im- 
menſe Power, and W:ſdom, and 
Goodneſs, to be ſeen every where 
throughout the World: There 5s 
no Language, or Creature, where 
the Voice thercef i not heard. It 
'.. JS 


Reaſonable Religion: 
is plain from the late Invention, 
and poor Improvement of Art:; 


and from the gradual Growth of 


Mankind, perhaps not yet increa- 
{ed unto one Thouſand Million; 
cis plain to Reaſon, that the World 
ada Beginning. But from whence ? 
Not from a Cafual Concourſe and 
Tumble of Aroms. Were Ten 
Thouſand Wheels Caſually thrown 


together, would they fall fo, that 


Seven or Eight of them would 
form a well-contriv'd March? A 
Man that views a ftately Houſe, 
or Ship, will not be fo void of 
Reaſon, as to fay, It built it ſelf. 
Dull Matter could never produce 
t ſelf. The Afatrer of the World 
is every where in «Motion. We 
muſt unavoidably come to a Firs 
«Mover. This Firft Auer can 
be no other than a GOD. Y 

if the Pagan Galen, could not r 

his Anatomy - Let ares, without 
breaking forth into an Hymn of 
Praiſe unto his Maker, it may ſuf- 
fice to ſay, O Man, fhew thy ſelf 
4 e Man, and look upon thy Self. 
day, whether any but a G OD, 
could be the Maker of a Creature 


10 


14 


ly and oh 
ſo IE wender fully 1 
3 Nerds of Prowdence, 
which 1 et 
further ſatisfy the Reaſon of A 
Man, in the Being of a GOD. 
The Preſervation of we Wor 
like an Army preſerved in 
Order, tho” 'd of different 
and quarrelſome Nations; Reaſon 
ſays, It muſt be aſcribed unto a 
GOD, whoſe Kingdom ruleth over 
al. But there are Extreordi 
Occarrences in the World, 2 
as Ordinary ones, to proclaim, That 
there is 4 0D. There have 
been undou Prophecies : We 
don't fhew ourſelves Nen, if in 
them we don't fee a G O D, who 
ſhews unto bis Servants, the T bing; 
that are to come bereqfter. There 
have been ftu us Aſira- 
cles : We don't fhew ourſelves 
Alen, if in them we don't ſee a 
G OD, who doth wondrous Things. 
There are fignal « Afercies grant- , 
ed ſometimes, as Anſwers to Proy- 
er, and Rewards to Vertue. Thoſe 
Men don't ſhow themſelves «Aden, 
who do not lay, Thefe are the doing: 


of 460, and marvellous in our Eyes. 


There 


- = ww ry” 4 =” ow Ra hs Li LY hed) —— — 1 4 — 


guy Rekpias: 
There reta 
. 
— — 
out, | 


chere be a GOD, 2. 


This GOD ss to be 

Loved, and Foped in. — nc 
is a GOD, there is all the NA 
in the World, that every Man 


_ ſhould Serk this G O D, and Serve 
Him World without end. In all 


y—_ deed, they Defy the 


_— God, and they fet 


= of GOD. Thus 
they undeify iſp the ee 
far as CAn. Re on, "A 
- —s 3 ? © 
on't perſift in thy At heiſtical Un- 
— until the G O D whom 
thou haſt ſo Vilified, make thee 
feel, in the direfut Eſſects of His 


Wrath, a Proof of his Eternal Pum- 


er, aud God-Head But then, 


are without God in the 


„the World, and che 


Secondly, - 


15 
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Reaſonable Religion. 
Secondly, That Man does not 
ſhew himſelf a Man, who does not 
Believe, That the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion is the Truth of God. A Deift, 
as the Beaſt will be called, is worſe 
than a Beaſt. Men had not been 
ſo prone to Deiſm, as we do with 
Horror ſee them in the Baptized 
Nations of Europe, if they had not 
been firft anman d by beaſtly De- 
baucheries. In the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, we are taught the way to 
Bleſſedneſs, in the Enjoyment of 
God : This Chriſtian Religion is 
truly and juſtly called, The way ef 


« Truth, And every Religion, any 
with the 


farther than it agrees 
Chriſtian Religion, is truly to be 
called, A fal/e way. They do not 
ſhew themſelves Men, who Embrace 
not the Chriſtian Religion. I can- 
not but affirm it unto you; We 
have not Srronger Proof, that there 
is a GOD, t we have, That 
our Bleſſed JE S Us is the Chriſt 
of God, and that His Religion is 
the Truth of God. | 
It we ſhew ourſelves Men, we ſhall 
rceive, That there is nothing 
* -hriftian Religion, ge 
a thy 


Reaſonable Religion. 17 
hy of a GOD. We read, Without + 3. 
controverſy, great is the . 
G-dlineſs. There are To: = Mc 
-hich render the Religion of our 
{ ord Jeſus Chrift, without Controver- 
ſy. One Thing is, That it is 4 Great 
Myſtery. The Methods of a Sinner's 
Reconciliation to God, expreſsꝰd in 
the Goſpel, are Noble, are Charm- 
ng, are full of Majeſty; there is an 
xquiſite Contrivance in them: 
be Contrivance can be aſcribed 
into none but a GOD, whoſe Un- 
Jerſtanding is Infinite. Another 
thing is, That it is a Myſtery of 
odlineſs. There is nothing in the 
Goſpel, but what has a Tenden 
to promote what is Holy, and Fuft, 
aud Good > No one Vice is coun- 
trenanc'd in it. None but the 
Thrice Holy Ged,. could calt for 
ſuch an univerſal, and ſelf-deny- 
ing, 1 Sandctity. 
Every Religion elſe under the 
Cope of Heaven, preſcribes very 
iifttly Ways to obtain the Pardon 
of Sin, and leaves the Profeſſors of 
it, many Ways under the Power 
of Sin. There is no Religion among 
Men, beſides the Chriſtian; ET 


+ Head. Al fell out, As he 


r Fathers. 


os. . P 4a. & 4 _ £4 a A e , 2a. iu. 


can do theſe Adracl es, 


Moreover, Could. any but the 
Meſſiah have been able to Do the 
Muracles that were done by our 
Bleſſed JESUS ? Our JESUS 
did thoſe very Airacles, which 


were predicted by the Diuine Ora- 
det, to be done by the Aeſſiab; 
and they were ſuch Divine Air a- 
cles, that every impartial Spectator 
muſt ſay, O Lord, there are no Works 
late thy Works. 

A Learned Man faid unto our Nicodemu- 
Lord, No Man can do theſe Miracles 2 Phari- 


that thou doſt, except the Lord be with _ 


Joha 3.2. 


for 


the A- 
b of Gad, who id more then a Mas, 
The moſt aver ere P, in their 
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Reaſonable Religion. 
the Turks own them, in their A 
coran + Sonotorious is the matter 
of Fatt. Wherefore, ſhew your- 
ſelves Men, and fay, N ever could 
Religion be more confirmed, than 
the Religion of the bleſſed FESUS. 
Finally : Is not the Bleſſed 
JESUS Riſen from the Dead? 
Ves: And, as His Apoſtle tells 
us, He i declared the Son of God, 
with Power, by the Reſurrection from 
the Dead. That our Lord Roſe 
from the Dead, hath been made a 
ent by many infallible Proofs. 
After His Reſurrection, He exhi- 
bited Himſelf, unto thoſe Good 
Men, who Saw Him, and Heard 
Him, and Felt Him, and conym- 
ced all their Senſes, that -it was 
He : This He did no leſs than 
Ten ſeveral Times, and unto no 
leſs than Five Hundred at a Time; 
and the Witneſſes thereof, who 
were acted by a Spirit, that could 
not poſſibly be-any other than the 
S 3 : Theſe went over 
Ea Witneſſing of it, 
Suffering for it, in ach a ron 
that the moſt Judicious Exami- 
ners could not but ſee, They were 
neither 


Reaſonable Religion. 21 
neither Deceivers, nor Decezved in 
what they Witneſſed. Yea, our Lord, 

| ſince his Aſcenſion into the Hea- 

| vens, as a Proof, and a Fruit of 

His Aſcenſion, hath ſent unto us 

i * Letter, wherein He fore- ſig- The Book 

"ified a Thouſand Things, both f — 4 

bout the Romiſh Apoſtacy, and 

the Mabometan Impoſture, which 
are ſince moſt exactly come to 
pats. They do not ſhew themſelves 

Men, who harbour any Suſpicion 

of a Religion, having ſuch Broad- 

5-als of Heaven unto it. But, come 
hen, ſhew yourſelves Men If the 

| Chriſtian Religion be the Truth of 

God, Reaſon That our Lord 

jeſus Chriſt Id be our very 

Life, and that we ſhould Obey 

Him, as the Author of Eternal 

dalvation for us. Is the Chriſtian 

Religion the Truth of God There 

then all the Reaſon imaginable, 

That we ſhould conform ourſelves 

to the Directions of that Bleſſed 

Religion; and Deny all Ungodlineſs, 

and worldly Luſts, and live Soberly, 

and Righteouſly, and Godlily, as that 

Religion teacheth us. 

Man, to be content without an 


Union 


” Wy WW WW _ a _ ai ond 
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Union to Chrift, and an Intereſt 
in his Righteouſneſs ; To be con- 
tent with ar Portion, and 


— @ of the Blefled JESUS: 


Alas? Thou do not thy [elf 
a Man, in al hs Urns bt 


II. The 2 are fo 
many, ſo obvious, Bru- 
tiſh, worſe than Bret: "Re ia 
dantly to eonvict thoſe, of not 
As = Rs: tive 
N ions. 


appears nothing but Folly - Shew 
yourſelves Men, and you'll fee the 
Wit, would ever do the Thing 
WI ever ö 

8 whenever we Sin. 
An Irreligious Action muſt be 
charged with Folly, whoever does 
it; it cannot be Vindicared. 


For, 


rr n 


FT 


me Y FT 6 


US any un 


a Trænſgreſſom of that Law : Heres 
there muff needs be Fofly in the 
Tra 


ſhew hinsfe who will not 
BY 9 4 
him, mould give Law une D, 


or that the Law of God, 
all things 16 ? Weare, — 
il Hnite R 

Tord # the N 
2 Took Under ſtanding ave 41 they 
ho do thoſe things, There is then 
extrem want of Wiſdom in 
chem who do not live in the Fear 
2 — Lord; they want Under- 
ndin exceedingly ; who do not 
bb gs. To 2 lrreligioufly, 
is to acł juſt contrary to the Rule 
of Wiſdom; and, is this to a@ 


Reaſon No, there ts no wy 
iren of Men, but the Rule of Wif⸗ 


om ſays upon it, The their way 
. 


Secondly 3 


Does that Man 


27 . 


told, The Fear of Pal. 17t. 
of Wiſdom, 10. 


Secondly ; To att 1 
y, is to 4 Unreaſonably : Now, 


is no Sinner but what is 

monſtrouſly Inconſiderate, and there- 

fore ſbamefull 127 Tis 
complained of them that Sin, that 

Iſaiah r, They « do not Conſider. It is the pro- 
z- perty of unreaſonable Animals, 
That they never Think. And, I 

pray, how much does a Sinner 
Think, when he is going to Sin? 

Does the Sinner Think, That the 

Eye of God is upon all his Wick- 

eſs? Does he Think, That 

God will call him to an Account 

for all his Wickedneſs ? Does 

he Think, That Sin will be Bierer- 

neſs in the latter End ? Or, Does 

that Man ſhew himſelf a Man, who 

never conſiders, That there is a 

eh and Why God made him, 

How God is to be ſer⸗ 

= ? Or that Man, who never 
conſiders, If I Dye in my preſent 
Condition. what will 2 of me 
throughout Eternal Ages This 

is the Guiſe, th Crime of 

pal. 119. the Icreligious. The Pſalmiſt could 
59. fay, I thought on my ways, and I 
turned 


25 


Reaſenable Religion. 

turned my Feet unto thy „ 172014 

'Tis 5 ſure, That the who 

| don't walk in the ways of God, 

| re Men that little Thawrk on their 

. \/ays. But if we don't Think hike 
Men, how can we Think that we 
A like Men? | 


; 
: "I 
- Thirdly, When a Man Sins a- 
Y gainſt God, he makes very Foolgh 
I Prrgains, A Sinner may be im- 
r pleaded. for an dee: He does 
? worſe than part with a piece of | 
e Cold for an Apple, or a Counter. 7 
S Does he ſhew himſelf a Man, that | 
it tor the fake of a ſordid Luft, will 
it part with a precious Chriſt, and 

his peerleſs Benefits ? Tas 
done by all the Irreligious. Does 
he ſhew himſelf a Man, that prefers | 
Temporal Things, above Eternal ? 
Ze that for the ſake of the crimi- 
i Pleaſures of Sin, which are but 
[Or 4 Seaſon, will forfeit the Plea- 
{res which are at the Right-Hand 
Cod for evermore ! He that for 
the fake of the deceitful Riches, 
hich take themſelves Wings, and 
fe away, will forega the durable 
Riches of the Heavenly Subſtance } 
TH RL citing Men 
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Reaſonable Religion. 
the Fire of the eternal V 
of * and yet when 
he runs and long intothat 
— Fire ! Oh 1 If Men 
would ſhew themſelves e Men, they 
would not be ſo deſperately Ven- 
tureſome. Stop, Sinner, ſtop, and 
ſhew thy ſelf a «Man ; go not on 
ſtill in thy Treſpaſſes. 


III. When Men come to them- 
ſelves, they cry out of themſelves, 
as not having Aﬀed Reaſonably, 
when they have not Lived ag 
ouſly. famous Prince Henry 
would ſay, I kzow not what. you call 
Puritan Preaching, but I am. ſure, 1 
love that Preaching that goes to 
Heart. Give me leave; If we wi 
ſhew ourſelves Nen, the Things 
now to be Preached, will go to the 
Heart! There is a Tune when 
Men come to themſelves ; and that 
is, when they ſee themſelves going 
from every thing elſe. Never do 
Men ſee ks as when 
have the Shadow of Death fitting on 
their Eye-lids. Men do a, ol 


themſelves Men, Ren the 
ing Men. When Childcen of of 


Reaſonable Religion. 29 
Men * d e live | 
no longermn the Worl els 

which the oe laid u — 

are expiring; make 
the Must — uporr the 
paſt Actions of their Lives. It 
was a Queſtion which a Per- 

fon of Quality once put unto a 

wiſe Perſon, How may I moſt wiſely 

Order m Life And it was a 

wiſe Anſwer then given to the 

Queſtion, So Think, ſo Do, ſo Live, 

a you wauld have choſen to have done 

a while ago, when you thought your 

ſelf a Dying. Truly, when Men 

think themſelves a Dying, Then, 
then they come to ri ts, 

about the wiſeſt way of ordering a 

Life, Men come to Judge Rea- 

fonably, when they feel themſelves 

going to appear before the dread- 
F 
they ge, that ve 
not Liv d Reaſonably, if they have 
not Liv d Religiouſly. All Dying 
back their Actions, they look 
upon their ſimful Actions, as very 

Fooliſh Actions, and Brutiſh _ 

Irrebgious © Perſons are | fore- 
C 3 warned, 


30 
Prov. 5. 
11, 12. 


Rom. 6. 
21, 


Thos wilt Aourn as the leaf, 
— Hew have I bard r- 
ttion, and wy Heart fed Re- 
oof ? Even fo, theſe do 
at the laſt over all their l- 
religious and fay, How 
have I play'd the Fool, in what F have 
done ! As the Apoſtle 
What Fruit had ye then in thoſe things, 
whereof ye are now Aſhamed ? For 
the End of thoſe things i Death. 
When Men ſee elves near to 


that End, 2 


med of thoſe 
Wesen 

— When * comes to 
himſelf, and his Death, he 


Devotions; cryed out, F 
wiſh all the World ſaw ſo much Rea- 
[an in Religion 4 I do And be- 
ng EY the beft Counſel that a 
could give, he only ſaid, Be Serious. 


ir own Folly for 


Efe. Such, even ſuch are the 
Afteſtations, which Men in all A- 
ges have given to the Reaſonable- 
neſs of Religion, in thoſe laſt Mi- 
nutes of their Lives, when they 
have moſt ſhewn themſelves Men. 
That Great Emperor, Charles V. 
one of the Greateſt Men that ever 
hv'd on the Face of the Earth, re- 
ſigned his vaſt Poſſeſſions before he 
Dy'd, and retir'd wholly to his De- 
votions, and ſolemnly declar'd, 
The ſincere Profeſſion of the Chriſtian 
Religion, hath in it Sweets and Joys 
. that are not known in the Courts of 

Princes. * 1 
Truly, earers, never 
heard o any Man on a Deach-Bad, 
Repenting that he had lived Re- 
ligioufly and Ser iouſſiy: But you 
continually hear of Dying Men, 
full of Repentance, that they have 
had fo little of Religion in their 
Lives; and crying out, as Great 
Man, well known in the Exgii, 
Nation, did; when taking his Fare 
wel of his moſt confiderable 
Friends, he did it in theſe Words, 
Remember , Sr, I Repem of all my 
Life, 


* 


„ 

Life, but "that part Wn, which 7 
ſpent "in with God, a 
n doing "of Good. Then, even at 
fuch a Time as That, the Celebra- 
ted Sælden, who had ſurvey'd al- 
moff all the under Hea- 
ven, could ſay to his Friends, Tbe 
froe laft Ferſes in the ſecond Chapter 
ro Titus, now do me more Good, then 
all the Volumns in the World. Win 
you Believe it, Sirs? When Men 
are ceaſmgto Live, 
it a L D for MES 
Pray without ceaſing while they Live. 
When Men are going to the H 


to count an Hour | p 
of God, better than a-thouſand' elſe- 
where. Hence I infer, Men don't 


ſhew themſelves __ til they _ 


luch a 

Secondly ;- When a Man comes 
to himfelf, and his Death, he con- 
feſſes, that in Sin he was befldde bize- 
lf. Sin ſeems a profitable, and a 
1arisfying, or at leaſt an excuſable 
fort of a Thing, while a Sinner is 
under his pr ſent Exchawmone ; 

5 


* 


* 
1 . 


< 


THE 


ary 
wh 


OR” — 


— mak ' l * ö : 
* .- „ * 
. Py = „ - | 
— = © Su = a 
„ * Ar = y " 2 - 0 
= - "IT 
2 * - - 


— 
- * 


_ gable Demonſty ation, * 


Men do not A# Reaſonably, 7 
do not Live Religiouſly. 12 


may my ſelf Act Re onably, 1 muſt 
now turn this Demonſtration, into 
an Exhortation unto all my Hear- 
ers, to Live Religiouſty. 


. Sirs, if any of you walk in the 

ko of rel ion, I Summon 

An F 22. you ot 
dreadfully Condemned at that 
Bar But then, Oh, ſhew yourſelves 
Men, and Think, what a Condem- 
nation you muſt expett from the 
more dreadful Bar of Heaven: 
For, God is greater that or C- 
ſcience. | | 


Hearers do much admire 

_ thar which they call Rational Preach- 
ng 3 but when they have oppog'd 
i utito Scriptural' Preaching, they 
have but betray'd a ſulficient . 


WY 


of Reaſon. The moſt ſhallow 
Divines, and "the moſt em 


Har have moſt 5 

— — 3 7 
the Name of Rational. Where- 
as, the more of 2 there is in 
our Preaching more of Reaſen 
there is in it. uE fox is Reaſon, in 
its higheſt Elevation. I am now 
accordingly to ſet before you, di- 
verſe Leſſons of Scripture, in ſuch 
Terms, that you ſhall horribly 
= : again Reaſon, if you gt 


I. Shew. yourſelues Men, and be 
not fo Brudiſh, as to commit any 
of the Faults for which the Brutes 


themſelves may Reproach us. A 


wicked Man, is called, A Bruviſ® Pat 92. 


Man. Moſt Reaſonably ma 

Man be called 1o, thae Zul be 

o Unreaſonable as to do the 2 
Things, which the very Brut es, 
by the meer Inftin# of Nature, a- 
void. God has implanted a Na- 
tural — 4 


115 121 
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, 


Mar. 10. to his Diſciples, Be wiſe as" Ser- 


16. 


40 


: Cow ow yourſelves Men, and remem- 


Reaſonable Relighis.. 
ones will keep with them, and 
be marvellouſty kind unto them. 
When the Old Eagles are fo im- 

with Age, that they can't 

eed themſelves, the Tung ones 
Feed them, and Help them wich 
2 — Behold, 
the Birds of Heaven, ready to 
cine By thy Face, and ſcratch out 

* if thy Parent be ill 


— It was an Admo- 
nition which our Lord gave un- 


pents, and harmleſs as Doves. A 
Serpem perceiving himſelf to be 
much. Hated, keeps himſelf out 
of Harms way as much as ever 
he-can ; he hs not throw him« 
ſelf into Dangers ; he affronts no 
Body, affaults no Body, and pro- 
vokes no Body, that will not firſt 
meddle with him. 


that an evil World hates 
you, do you prudently decline 
all — of other 
Men; elſe the W3 =o of — 


2 will 2 al Parr 


42 


W 


cheats no Body, hurts no Body, 
aamniſies io Body, revenges no 
Injury. Chriſtians, ſhow yourſelves 
ter, and be Injurious to none, 
but Serviceable to all, as far as 
we lawfully may, in all their In- 
tereſts; elſe the Goodeſ; of the 
Dove will Reproach you. 
Moreover, The Sins 2 Intem- 
crance, I was going to lay, I 
0 Beaftly Sins — But L 
wrong the Beaſts to call them ſo; 
the Beaſts do but Reproach our 
Iatemperance. ON ſhew 888 


Menu. It was too m 

Reaſon aid b by Chryſoſtom, An 9 — 

2 wviſer than a Drunkard. 

F Clareams was urged unto — 

| Urmking of more was for his 

| Good, his Anſwer was, Would * Num if- 
you have me ſhow leſs Wit than a to cans in- 
Dog ? One, who had ſpent a e- 


Road, bad his Horſe to drink the 
Health of a Perſon he named un- 


to him; the Horſe not feeling any 
Need of Drinks, took no nouns of 
it, whereupon the Diſguiſed 
Her had fo much Reſon left him, 
as 


b4 ; 


- 
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Live ? Sirs, There is not one 
Hive of Bees, in any of our Gar- 
dans, but what Reproaches us for . 


our allowing of any Dranes among 


15 


5 


2. 
115 
Jen 


* 


»w_ ww © ww 104 5 1 Www *Y 1 


rr 


Lets his Soul ran for nought, as 
little fearing, 

ere 1 an Epicure, I could bate 
| 8 


Man, to caft Contempt on 
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no more 


But there are ſome Sina, where- 
in the Sinners themſelves have al- 
ready found a ſenſible Detriment, 
Now, ſhew lyes Men, and 
the Things. that 
have already Poiſon'd you. We 
ſay, A Burnt Child will dread the 
Fire. Sirs, can you tell of no 
Sins, that have already Barm your 
Fingers? You have. Evidently 
done yourſelves a Miſchief, by 


what you have done. Oh, ſhew | 


your ſelves Men, and not wor ſe 
than Children - Say, I have done 


that which hath not profited m, 


and I mill therefore do it no more. 
Certainly, a Drunkard herein does 
not ſhew himfelf a Man, when, as 
Solomon ſays, Who hath Wo ?' Fhey 
that tarry long at the Wine > — Yet, 
fay ral I will ſer ir yet again. 
e Man, [if at leaft we may call 


thee, 4 Man !] FHaſt thou not 


paid 


dear, for keeping 
den lewd Emp 


"F 
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for it ? Thy Health decay'd, 
Name thy gr. pe 4 


el ? Shew thy fel FER 


Oh, don't play Fool at the 


old rate any more. Come away, 
doc ſhame come away; and, my 
* Sinnes entice, anſwer them, 
, 1 have always got more Harm 
then Good, by being with you ;, De- 
part from me ye Evil-doers, that 1 
may keep the Commandments of 
Cod. 
Or, I will ſi That 
lave never yet in your own 
per:ence, metwith the Evil Efetts 
of theſe and thoſe Evil Action:. 
Nevertheleſs, have you not. ſeen 
the Evil 1 . of ſuch 


Actions, 


ou 


e Warnings unto us, if we ſhew 
n («Ives ien. Have not _ 
- other — Deleoy'® 

by the 2823 0 

them, their tee 
Then FP yourſelves Men , an 
a an Argument all ſuch 
ickedneſs, now ſay, Deſtrutt ion 
'r»m God is a Terror to me. Seen / 


dell you, what you have ſeen- 


? The Judg- 
ments NT DS | 


You 


1471 


THR 


RI. 


IT 1105 
mit 10 1 


mz 
We 


3 


8 fy 
18 
ES 


{11 N 15 


"Rr | 
11111 
i 11 1 


LES FE ATA FA Nr 


een of Reflex As, and there is none 
2 but Au in vile Creation 
5 ſo, Brery Man comes into the 
t On 


Iſa. 43. 
TJ. 


Reaſonable Religion. 
And, What baue I te do in the 
World ? Our Exrand hither is 
expreſs'd in thole Words, Thu 
People have I formed for my ſelf, 
rhey fl ew forth Prefs 

is, to Obſerve and Adere the Per- 
feftions of the Infitite God, and 
bear a Teſtimony to the Truths 
and Ways, and yield Obedience 
to the Laws of the Lord = 
Chriſt, in this World, and 
prepare for x bleſſed State in no- 
ther. In ſhort, our Errand hither 


is, To RN God, and the Lord 


13 in Conforming to the 
ules and Hopes of His Holy 
Religion. That Man does not ſhew 
himſelf a Man, who counts him- 
felf Born for any meaner Purpo- 
ſes, He that Rr Ea, 
_ Drink, and Play, and & . 
ſome Logout * 

ae Fr a of 

\ Date that 
j Var? Tray Man 2 But 


| . 9 by 


yourſelves, how far 
you have done. what you 5 
1. Born to do, Says the A 


"Let's Man Examiue bunſelf. 
. 
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hat would ſhew himſelf a Man, 

let him do it, by Self-examination. 

Of what? The Prophet has thus 
a(werd That 3 Thus ſaith the Lord Jer. 8. 6. 
Hoſts, Conſider your ways. It was 

i fad Complaint No Aun ſaid, 

"hat have I done ? Let there be 

0 tuch thing by Heaven Com- 
-lained over us: But, ſbew your- 

des Men, and retire from the 

Noiſe of ſecular Buſineſs, and pon- 

der with yourſelves; Wel, How 

many Tears have I been in the World ? 

And what have I been a-doins in al 

theſe Tears? Have I minded any 

ung yet, but uain Diverſions from 

ge main Buſmeſs of my Life ? What 
Prooreſs have I made in the Know- 

!cige of GOD, and of the Lord 


— a 


| * — — —- LAS 4 — * —_— 
. 


, /ESUS CHRIST ? And what 
, S-rvice haue I done for Fits Glortons 
4 Name? And what good Prepar. - 
a en bave I made, for a Better 
. Vlad? Reflect on the Conduct 
| ot your Lives, and ſhew yourſelves 
4 en, by Examining yourſelves whe- 
4 er you have Lived like Men 

- IV. Shew yourſelves Nen, and 


eck not your Happineſs in thoſe 
D poor 


Pſa. 73. 
25. 
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poor and low Enjoyments, tha: 
never can make any Rational Crea- 
ture Happy. Unſanttifed Hey, 
will Dream of a Happineſs to be 
found, m the 2 this 
World; but if we would ſhew our 
ſelves Men, we muſt away with 
ſo vain a Dream. The ever-blefſe( 
God, made Man for himſelf, and 
gave all theſe inferiour Things to 
Man, as only Helps and Mica 
to bring him to Himſelf. Such 
are the Faculties, and ſuch the 
"Appetites of e Man, that nothing 
but a God can ſatisty him. Come 
then, O Man, and ſay, Lord, wh 
heve 7 i Heaven but Thee, ant 
there is nothing on the Earth, that 
T1 defire beſides thee : God i my 
Fortion for ever. Let Men fhew 
themſelves _ and not fancy, 


that H nd and Contentment 1s 


to be in thoſe World y 
Things, which flatter the Last of 
the Fleſh, the Luſt of the Eye, and 
the Pride of Life. The Enjoy- 
ments of this Life, are Courted 
by the moſt of Men, as their o- 
vereign Happineſs - It may be 


Amos2.7.ſajd of thetn, They pant after rhe 


Du 
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Du#ft of the Earth. An Happineſs, 
for a , or a Toad, rather than 
2 M Mien purſue after no- 
thing but that they may have 
their Senſes gratified, and their 
Eſtates flouriſhing, and their 
Nl -ighbours putting a Value upon 
chem. Whereas, if we would in- 
deed ſhem ourſelves Men, we ſhould 
de, That all theſe things are mi- 
able Comforters, and broken Ci- 
rns, and lying Vanities ; and that 
tor to ſeek Happineſs in them, is 
'0 Rejoyee in 4 thing of nought. 
{.;ther did therefore ſhew himſelf 
an, when upon ſome Worldly 
 ,-)oyments that flowed in upon 
1 11m, he thus addreffed the God of 
9 Heaven, O my God, I earneſtly pro- 
* unte thee, that I will not be pu? 


Vy wb ſuch things ar theſe. AS, Cor. 15, 
1s de Apoſtle faid, If we have Hope 19. 

ly only in this Life, we are of all Men 

of ihe moſt miſerable. So may all 

id Men , 1f we bave our Happineſs 

** 9 in the Things of this Life, we are 

ed "f all Creatures the moſt miſerable. 

po Sirs, know you uot, That ne. 


er any Man did ſeek his H- 
51e in the Enjoyments of this 
D 2 World, 


_ 


Eccleſ. 1. 
74. 


Pſal. 49, 
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World, but he loſt what he ſought? 
The Experiment of coming at 
Happineſs in ſublunary Things, has 
. 
Altered, Milhons of Times; but, 
after all, it has been cryed out, 
Behold, all is Vanity and Vexation 
of Spirit. The Spirit of Man fill 

nds, as the fick Miſer did of 
the Bags of Gold, he called for, 
Ab, They will nut do ! They will 
not do! Yea, know you not, That 
if you ſeek all your Happineſ:, 
only in the Enjoyments of this 
World, then you loſe all your 
Happineſs, at the leaying of this 
World. As tis faid, When @ Rich 
Man dies, | he ſhall carry nothing 
away. Thus, let a Man have ne- 
ver ſo much of this World abour 
him, he thall ſhortly take his 
Leave of it all. And what is be- 
come of ali his Happineſs, when 
his Eyes are tunk, and his Breath 
gone, and his Heart ſtogfe, and 
a Death-Shroud, with a few Clod: 
of Earth, is all that is left unts 
him? Oh, fhew yourſelves Men, 
and no longer ſeek for Happineſs, 
in thele deceitful Things. Raiſe 


vp 


Neaſarable Religion. 


up your Thoughts, O Rational 


Souls, to an Happineſs, that ſhall 
de worthy» of you; an Happineſs, 
that ſhall ſait your Noble Qua- 
lities, an Afappineſs, that will be 
the Good Part, never to be taken 
pay. If you will do like Men, 
ul place your only Happine ſe, 
the Enjoyment of God by Chriſt, 
through eternal Ages. 


V. Shew yourſelves © Men, and. 
while. you are making Proviſion 
for your Bodies, let your Souls be 
is well provided for. *Tis-the 


?civiledge of Man to have a Sul, 


1 moſt valuable and never-dying, 
u He that would ſhew him ſel/ 
Man, muſt remember, That be- 
des his Body, and within his Body, 
:ic hath a wonderful Saul; a Jewel, 
vhereof the Body is but the Ca- 
b:net -: A SOUL, I fay; or, A 
>piritual and Immortal Subſtance, 
--dued with the Powers of Know- 
ing, and Willing, and Affecting 
%o be- vitally United unto an Hu- 
man Body. But, if we ſhem our- 
/elves Men, that Thing, The 
SOUL, the SQUL, will be of 
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all things, the moſt Conſiderable 
unto us, and we ſhall often Con- 
ſider on thoſe Words of our 
Lord, What is a Man profited, i 
he gain the whote World, and $4 
his own Soul We are at a World 
of Pains to get our Bedy well ac- 
commodated ; for this, we K:/- 
Early; for this, we Sit up Late; 
for this, we Eat the Bread of Care- 
fulneſs, that we may get Bread for 
our Body. We haye all this while 
a Soul within us, that makes a la- 
mentable Cry unto us; When, 0 


Man, when ſhall I, thy undone Soul, 


be loo d after ? Thou hal ſpent 


yet muſt feed the Worms : When 


Many 4 Tear in labouring to ſupport, 
and preſerve, and — Body, that 


wilt thou do amy thing for thy Soul, 
that is in danger of going down int» 
endleſs Afiſeries ? Now, ſhew your- 
ſelves Men, by hearing the Cries 
of your own Souls, and uſing your 
Cares for your Souls. Your Sow: 
are under a Sentence of everlaſting 
Death: Will you do nothing to 
get that Sentence off ? Your S/ 
are deprived of the Divine 
Will you do noching to get that 

__ Image 
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mage reftor'd ? Your Souls are 
Enſlaved unto Satan: Will you 
do nothing to be reſcued out of 
„our Slavery? Your Souls. are 
periſhing in horrible Diſtempers : 
Will you do nothing that thote Di- 
ſtempers may be Cured. Alas, 
you don't Act like Men, in doing 
ſo. 

You Feed your Bodies Bur, 
Sew yourſelves Men, and obtain 
tor your Souls, The Bread of Life. 
You Clathe your Bodzes - But, 
Shew yourſelves Men, and obtain 


for Souls, The Samens of. 


axſneſs. Your Badia ace 
with no little Coſt, Lodg'd u c- 
vement Hauſes, for a 9 e 
while : But, ſhem your/elves en, 
and obtain 1 your Souls, An 
Houſe Eternal in the Heavens. 
Oh! If Men would fbew them- 
{clues Men, with what Anguiſh 
of Soul, would they lay to Heart, 
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the Condition of their own Souls, 


and pierce the very Heavens with 


that Cry, O Lard, I beſeech thee, Plal. 115. 
deliver my Soul And, Parents, 4 


let the Souls of your Children, 
be in theſe Regards unto you, like 
D. 4 your 
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your own Souls. What ? Are 
your Children but the Children 
of Swine ? Shew yourſelves Men, 
and be not Regardleſs of their 
Souls; Do alt that you can to 
Save them out of the Wretch- 
ednels, which is, through your 
Corrupt Nature, convey d unto 
their Souls. It is well ſaid, by one 
of the Ancients, He that — bis 
Child's Body, more than his Soul, is 
like One, that if his Child, and his 
Dog were lite to be Drowned, ſhould 
be /olkcitous to ſave his Dog, but 
let his Child periſh in the Water. 
is this to do like a Mev, think 
you ? No, tis like a Dog rather 
than a Afar. Oh, ſhew yourſelves 


Men, and think, nouriſh, I adorn 


the Bodies of my children, but their 
Souls are Þ their Souls are 
naked, their Souls are under the 
Wrath of God I ami in Agomies 
to help them, when their Bodies are 
Sick, but their Souls are pining 
2 in their Iniquitie: Deal 
with them, do for them accord- 
wegly. 


VI. Sem 


Reaſonable Region 


VI. Shew yourſelves Men, and 
Attend upon the Ordinances of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, with your Eyes 
upon the Ends, for whach He hath 
Nrdained them. To Act without 
2 Exd, is to Acc not like a Mar. 
One great. Concern of our Lives, 


's to attend on the Natural, and 


.{ppointed Worſhip of God, in the 


Aſſemblies of His People. If we 


would ſhew ourſelves Men, weſhould 
be able to give a Reaſonable Ac- 
nun of our being at any time in 


"hoſe Aſſemblies. We read of a 


confuſed Aſſembly at Epheſus, The Acts, 19. 
Aſſembly was confuſed, and the moſt 32 


part knew not wherefore they were 
come together. But they did not 
ſhew themſelves Men : | can't ſay, 
whether Paul had not then hs 
Fight with the Beaſts of Epheſus. 


"Tis great pity that any ſuch 


Thing ſhould ever be ſaid of oy 


Chriſtian Aſſembly. And yet ſuch 


are the Thoughtlefs, and Careleſs 


Diſpoſitions of Men, that when 


they come together, very many 
of them Think ave_wherefore they 
He come tog ether. Many come on by 

D 3 be- 
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becauſe *tis the Cuſtom, and the 
Faſhion to come. Sirs, The very 
Dogs that follow their Mafters, 
come alſo upon that Acoount. 
Or, perhaps, many come to pleaſe 
their Fancy, or, to keep their 
Credit, An Account not much 


better than the former. 


Xiat. 11. 
8. 


Shew yourſelves Men, and when 
you come to the Chriftian Aſſem- 
bly, be able to give a « Man-lte 
Account of what you do. When 
the People went out unto the Ser- 
mons of that Excellent Preacher, 
John Baptift, our Lord thus pur 
them to it, What went you out for * 
When we come to a tt! 
Aticmbly if we would ſhem our /ol-we- 
«Mer, we ſhould be able in © 
Reaſonable manner, to Anſwer that 


Queſtion, What is it for ? The 


John 3. 


main Ends, for which our Lord 
Jeſus Chrift, hath directed our 
Uſe of His Ordinances, are ſum- 
med up in that Sentence, uh, 
our Fellowſhip is 'with the Father, and 
with his Son Fe ſus Chriſt. Now, 
let thoſe be your Ends, in che 
uſing of theſe Ordinances. In the 
Chriſtian Aſſembly, be GT, 


Reaſonable Rehgion. 


am here, that I Glorify the 
Lord Feſus Chrift, in Obedience to the 
Commandment of "tha Glorious Lord. 

Be able to ſay, I am here, that J 
ua obtain more Acquaintance with 
ihe Lord Jeſus Chrift, and the My- 
ſcery of Sal vation by Him. Be able 
to fay, I am here, that I may re- 


cerve Benefit fron the Lord Feſw 


Criit, and have my Salvation fur- 
herd, | 

Yea, and let the more particular 
End, of every Ordinance, have a 
Room in your moſt awful Thoughts, 
«hen you are before God ingag'd 
in that Ordinance. Why do you 
keep the Lord's Day ? Shew your- 
{elves Men; let it be to Comme- 


morate the e | 
Lord ſeſus Chrift ; and your 


ex ion of, eparution 
tor, the Great Brad — Sha will 
arrive at your own Rejurrettion. 
Why do you ſtand up at — 
lick Pr, ers ? Shew yeurſel ves 
Men; let it be to implore Hea- 
ven for all the Bleflings of Peace, 
with Godlineſs and Honefty, upon 
yourſelves and others, Why do 
you bear part in the publick Palm: 
dhe 
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Shew yourſelves Men ;, let it be to 
Admoniſh yourſelves, and Magni- 

your Lord. Why do you give 
to the publick Preaching *. 
Shew your ſel ves e Men ; let it be, 
that your Souls may be caſt into 
the Mold of what you Hear, 
our Minds Enlightned, your 
earts.Reftified, your Lives Re- 
formed, by what you Hear. Why 
do you ſeek Admiſſion into a 
Church-Fellowſhip ? Shew yourſelve; 
Men; let it be, that being built 
up in your mot Holy Faith, you 
may be found Written among che 
Living of the Myſtical Church. 
Why do you ask Baptiſm for 
yourſelves, and for your Chil- 
dren ? Shew yourſelves Alen; let 
it be to Signify, and. Teſtify your 
Good Anſwer to the Propoſals 
of the Covenant of Grace, and lay 
hold on the Promiſes of that. Co- 
venant. Why do you approach 
to the Sacrament of the Euchariſt ? 
Sew yourſelves Men; let it be, 
to Revive in your on Souls, the 
Holy Remembrance of what hath 
been done for us by our Lord 
zud Saviour; and have your In- 
| tereſt 
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tereſt in all the Great Salvation 
of our Lord, Seal'd unto you. 
Why do you maintain the Ec- 
_ cleſiaſtical Diſcipline ? Shew your- 

felves Men; let it be, to Recover 

Fallen Sinners unto Repentance, 


and repreſent unto the World; 


what fort of Sinners will be Ba- 
n:ſhed from the Heavenly King- 
dom. Finally, Why do you caft 
your Mites into the Lord's Day's 
ColletFions ? Shew yourſelves Men; 
et it be, to Pay your Quit-R ents 
unto the Great Lord of all your 
Poſſeflions ; and that theſe Things 
going up as a e Memorial before 
Jod in Heaven, you may be fit- 
ted for His Heavenly Mercies. 
This is Many Religion. 


VII. Shem yourſelves Men; and 
whether God have diſpenſed Com- 
torts or Sorrows unto you, endea- 
our to hear the yt of 2 
Diſpenſations. It is part of a 
—— Man, to think, what 
may be the Reaſon and the De- 
ſien of the Lord's Dealings with 
him, and to comply with the Lord's 
Deſign in- Al. | = 

as 
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Has our God multiplied Com- 
farts unto us, we do not ſhew our- 
ſelves «Men, if we do not now 
ſtudy aud contrive, with the Plal- 
miſt, Wheat ſhall I render ta the 
Lord, far all bus B „ It was 

urged in the Epiſtle to the Re- 

mans, I beſcech you, Brethren, by 
the Merties of God, that you pre- 
ſent your Badies, a living Sacrifice, 
acceptable to God, which 1: 
your Reaſonable Service. Hath God 
beſtow'd much Aarcy on tis 
but Reaſonable that you render al 
Serwce to Him. Shrew yaurſelve; 
Men, and Reſolve with yourſelves, 
What ? Shall I go on in Rebellion, 
againſt the God, who does continu- 
ally follow me with his Goodneſs and 
Mercy ? No, I will not be ſo Fool 

ih and Unwiſe, as thus Ill to Requite 

the Lord But I mill fear, and 

love, and ſerue my Good God, anc. 

True unto Him, as long as 1 Love. 

On the other ſide; Hath our God 

inflicted Sorrows upon us? We 

do nut ſhew .ourſehues Men, if we 

have not the Deſire of that af. 

Rom. 12. flicted Man, hem me mwhere- 

I. fore thou Count endeſt with me ! It 

Was 
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as ſaid, Though a ſboulal N br Prov. 27, 
a Fool in a Mortar, yet will nor this > 


Fooliſhnefs depart fe bom. For 
\ Mona" be av: roll 


nal, as Workly, = erlets, af 
rer Afflickions, as 2 he was be- 
fore ; does he do like a umn 
that incorrigible ? No, 
he is but a Foul bray'd in 4 Sire. 
hem yourſebyes Men, and come to 
this Reſelutien with yourſel 
Mat; Have T been Scourged by 
God, am hall I provoke fm to 
. yer more Soourges upon 

will return to the God — 
Pie me, nd T will turn from all 
my Prowocations. Lord, before IT 
was Aﬀiitbed, I wont «ftray, but if 
thou make me berrer by my A.- 
trons, it will be for me, that 
have been Aﬀitbed. This tis, 
:0 fhew ourſebves Men, under the 
Diſpenfations | of Ged. 


VIII. 'Shew — Men, and 
having the Sabvadion of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, offered unto you, do 
ot madly Reject the Gravious Offers 
. * He doch not ſhew biff a - gui. i 

Aan, that . 
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It was an Offer that Heaven once 


z Chron, made unto. Solomon, At what 7 
1. 7. 


T3, 14 


give theo. Had Solomon ther 
ſhemn himſelf a Man, if he ha&not 
accepted that Offer ? Sirs, This 
is a wondrous Thing, The Holy 
One of God appearing- to us, a5 
He did unto Solomon, with Length 
of Days in his Right- and, and i: 
his Left-Hand Kiches and Honour, 
makes this Offer row unto us all, 
Ak what I ſhall do for you. All the 
Things contained inthe very great 
and precious Promiſes of the New- 
Covenant, are offer'd unto them. 
that will but ſincerely Accept there- 
of. Hearken to the Voice of the 


Lord of Glory, and be aſtoniſh'd: 


From the Excellent. Glory, there 
is this Offer made unto us; Afar, 
if thou. wilt Accegs it, I will, by 
the Imput«tion. of my Righteouſ- 
neſs, make thee perfectly Righteoms 
before the Judgment - Scat of G 
If thou wilt Accept it, I will make 
thee Holy, and by the Influences 
of my Holy Spirit, Santtifying thee 
throughout, help thee to be daily 
perfecting Holineſs in the Fear - of 
Goa : If thou mlt Accept ity / 

, will 
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will guide thee by my Counſel, and 
— bring thee to my Glory. 

Now, ſhew yourſelves «Men, and 
Humbly, and — and _ | 
| fully Acc is Offer; and c 
to God a the Affiſtance of Hs 
ace, that you may Accept there- 


tis 

Our Lord Jeſus Chrift, coming 
an Impotent Man, He ſaith oh. 5. 6 
% him, Wilt thou be made whole ? 

That Bleſſed Lord ſeeing us in 

gur deplorable State, which by 

S'! we are fallen into, He de- 

wands of us, Milt thou be Saved 

out of this muſerable State Ab, 
vndemned Sinner, Art thou willing 
to be Juſtified, and Entitled unto 
Life Eternal ? Slave of Satan, 
Arr thou willing to be made a 
Free-Man in the City of God ? 
iid of Wrath, Art thou willing 
be made an Heir of Heaven; 
Sink of Luft, Art thou willing to 
.c made a Temple of the Holy Spi- 
for ever ? 

Now, Shew yourſelves Men; Let 
ot the Impertinencies of this 
World, cauſe you to Aeglett ſo 
yreat Satvation. Lift up your 

Hearts, 


IX. Shew yourſelves e Men, and 

mortal Men, be not un- 
ful of your own Mortality 
Man is Mortal : He does no: 


that forgets his Mortality, forgets 
that he is a Mar. We have « 


Bak of of Jah, 2 
a Woman, 5s of fem Days. Well 
then; . Shew yourſelves Nen, by 
deing mindful 


Reaſenadl: Rehgion. 
not the part of a but of a 
Mad-Man, to baniſh all of 
che Furure State, and purſue the 
Things UE World, with ſuch 
Hurry, „as if one were 
— to 5 of this World. 
dome finful Perſons will fayyof 


1 Thing they never thought of, 
7 though e 
my Day ! n! 
What a art t 


ver thinkeft of 4 


carried ume the Houſe 

for all the Living. ben yer . 
put off your Clothes, - K 

2 ſbartly be fhrowaled 58 @ ; 


ng-Sheer, When you va; rar 
my think, 7 ſhall g, 
Often A 


7 my Grave. < 
ſelves, by — Certain 
your Death is, 'how Uncertain 


the Time of your Death. And 
et the affecting Thought there- 
of, make you afraid of * -ſpend- 
% your Time, in e 

:hat will be Grievous unto you, 


when you come to Dye. | 
Alas, 
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Alas, Men do ſcarce never ſo 
little ſhew' themſelves Men, as 
when they are at a Loſs for an 
odd Thing, they call, Paſtime. 
Ah, Paſtime What a Word is 
that! For a Man that has but 
A oy Glaſs of Time, to make 
ready for a tremendous Eternity ; 
and for this Man to uſe his Wits 
for the Inventing of Paſtime, and 
{ſquander away numberleſs Hours, 
m meer 4, 1 , certainly, he for- 
gets that is a Man. Recrea- 
tions may be Needful and Uſe- 
ful to a Man, but in immoderate 
Kecreations, à Man does not ſhew 
himſelf a Man. 


In Fine, Shew thy ſelf a Man, 
by taking the preſent Time, which 
is thy only Time, to make ready 
for the End of all thy Time. Don't 
leave the Everlaſting State of thy 
Soul at Peradventures; There is 
no Unconverted Man, but, for 
ought he can tell, he may before 
to Morrow Morning, . be - thrown 
down into the Place af Dragon: - 
He may this Night: be irrecove- 


rably fiezed by che burning In- 


digna tion 
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dignation of God. Sure, That 
Man does not ſhew himſelf a Man, 
who can quietly, when, for 
ought he can tell, he ſhall awake 


in Eternal Torments. Oh, Shew 


yourſelves Men, by an Immediate 
Converſion to God, and not pro- 
craſtinating your Endeavours to 
get into good Terms with Hea- 
ven, through Pretences of a more 
-mvenient Seaſon, whereof no Man 
an be affured. 
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Jon x I. XIviii. 


When thou watt under the Ne- 
Tree, I ſaw thee. 


AS he not then fo Reti- 
red, that no Hum 
Eye could See him 
it ſhould ſeem ſo! For when | 
he perceived, that our Lord had | 
ſeen him, he concluded that — | 
mu 


p 
? 
1 
| 
E 
t 
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muſt be ſomething more than Hu- 
man in our Lord; he cried * 
Mon art the Sort of God ! 
We will prefently try, whicchs? 
we can't inform ourſelves what 
dur Nathaniel ( 1 = 
Name ) was now doing under 
F:7-Tree. But we will firſt - 
4: agreeable Reflection. in the 
Beginningof the Old Teftament, we 
find a Tranſpreſſor, trying to co- 
ver himſelf with F ig-Leaves , but 
de Great God unto his Terror 
covering of him. In the Be- 


71 


John 1. 
49. 


Ver. Ar. i 


inning the New Teſtament, we 


and a Believer under the con- 
cealment of a Fig- Tree; but unto 
is Comfort, not concealed from 
the Lord, "This Harmony may 
\\cſerve to have ſome Notice ta- 
ken of it. g's 
Who was this Nathaniel ? Tis 
i Enquiry whereto there is little 


e be anſwer' d. Only, ſome Learn- - 


Men, do with much probabi- 
Iiry Conjecture, That he was the 
ame with Bartholomew. The 


Apoftle® Bartholomew was ale 


called, Nathaniel. But we may 
with a hetle mere of Aſſurance, 


proceed 
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proceed upon our firft uiry, 
What was Nathaniel now doing 
under the Fg. Tree We may be 
ſure, his Employment was accepta- 
ble to our Lord JESUS CHRIST. 
There is very great Cauſe to 
think, That he was Employ d 
in the Devotions of a Pious Man, 
in the Devout Exerciſes of Piety. 
This is implied in the Approba- 
tion which our Lord ſeems to 
give, of what He ſaw him a do- 
ing. But we may arrive perhaps, 
to a yet more particular Satisfa- 
tion, What were the Devotions, 
what the Exerciſes of our Natha- 
mel ? | 

Firſt ; Our Lord calls this Good 

Joh. 1.47, Man, An Iſraelite indeed ! \ 

true Child of Jacob. Now Jacob 

Gen. zz. was one Eminent for Secret Sup- 

28, plications ;, by Secret Supplications it 

was, that he got the Name of 
Iſrael, Without a Frequency in 
Secret Supplications, one cannot be 
an Ißraelite indeed. It was doubt- 
lefs from his Abounding in Sect 
Supplications under his Fig-Tree, 
that Nat haniel arrived unto thus 
Honourable Appellation. 
Secondly ; 


OOO SY: 7 OS OO — 
_—_ 
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v. Secondly; It appears, That this 
ng ood Man was one who much ac- 
be 9 nainted himſelf with the Oracles 
a- of God, He had newly been Diſ- 
72 puting, That the Meſſiah could not 
to come out of Nazareth. Why ? 
5d He had learn'd from the Dracles 
* of God, That the Meſſiah was to 
x me out of Bethlehem. *Tis not 
unlikely, That our Nathanie! was 
-:1gaged in ſecret Meditations on 
he Word of God, under the Fi 
T-ce. Under the Fig-Tree he 
vith ſecret Meditations endeavour 
0 gather the Fruits growing on 
this * of Life, the Word of God. 
__ ſuitably is the Sincerity of 
"athaniel commended by our Sa- 
our? To be very Confcients- 
dus of ſecret Religion * well as of 
al Religion; To be much in ſe- 
cret Salate, and ſecret Medi- 
ab ions, As my as in Publick Vor- 
'p, To Devout 'd 
2 the N > hn 
che Tete: Tis a Proof of Sin- 
erity is a Mark of a ſmrcere 
Cue Thus 1 is the Man, in 
55 there is na Guile; no W 
118 ypocrily. 


py 
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The: * bci. 
The Point which I would glad, 
Zain, is This ; 


A Devout. Pan, wil in tis Me- 
— carry en his Dede 


A Godly Man will ſometimes 
Retire, that he may carry on the 
Exerciſes of Godlmeſs. 
bold Bar People of God will up- 
Worſhip God with their Families, 
The Genuine Children of Abra- 
ham, I know them, they will call their 


Children and Sins to joyn with 


them in the Worſhip of God. 

But this 1s 2 enough. The 
People of God will alſo uphold 
Cloſet Piety. They will Wor- 
ſhip God in their Rerirement:. 
They cannot Live without ſecret 
Communion with 'God. ad it is 
a CASE which a Diſcourſe 
1ʃ of me; 


-u1d be the Boly EInploy- 
7 ts Ld je he Wot, ON aily 
Retirements ? © 

Or, 
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5 Or, What is to be, be KReli- 
| gion of the "Cloſet ? L The Re- 
ligen of the Fig-Tree J What 
1 ſhould be the ſecrer Services of 
* Regia, performed by them that 
would approve themſelves Iſra- 

elites indecd? 


5 lam willing to furnidh my Chil- 
e dren, with ſomething that may 
be, unto them, A Companten in 
* Solitede ; ſome Directions how 
U to Entertain themſelves in Soli- 
5. de, and find themſelves with 
4- ſuch Entertainments, that they 
ur may be, Lea#t alone, when Mat 
th alone. 
Wherefore there is, Firſt, One 
he Preliminary and Article 
ld of Religion, which I will incu 
r- cate upon them; and that is this. 
" In your ' mo#t ſecret Retirement s, 
et always remember, That you are not 
is | retived\ fromthe Niem of the Great | 
ſe 90D; That the Glorious Lord 
it1] ſees you, when are never 
ſo much Retired. Tho' you are 
7 under the Fig-Tree, and never ſo 


uly cloſe; yet keep alive this Remem- 
brance ; F have 3 

I, ion LOR —_ ane 1 * ; 
22 you 
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| are where no Eye fees 
you, do not forget that the Eye of 
the Omnipreſent God ſees you. 
If you are in the moſt ſecret Pla- 
ces, yet hear the Great GOD 
ſaying to you, Can any hide him- 
= *3- ſelf in ſecret Places, that I ſhall not 
+ ſee him? ſaith the Lord. When 
you are in your ſecret Places, you 
may be tempted unto ſome ſorful 
Aftions. The Tempter may, from 
the Advantage of Secre/y, violent- 
* ly ſollicit you, to ſo ing or 
- other, that may Grieve the Pure 
Spirit of God, Let your Anfwer 
to the Tempter be; No, The Great 
60 D looks upon me, and is ac- 
quainted with all my Doings ! 
The Hundred and Thirty Nanth 
Pſalm, would afford you, methinks, 
proper Sentences to be written on 
the Walls of your Cloſets ; | 
Pſal. 139. O 1025, — Thon knoweft my 
20 3» Down-fitting., and my Up-riflng 3 
Thou undetſtandeſk my Thought 
afav off ; — hither ſhall J lee 
from thy Preſence? 
He that ſhuns Impieties Igor 
Alen only, thows, as ge e 
fays, That Mew W. 


Ver. 7. 


r we 
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that he ſerves. To take Delight 
in unlawful Objects, or Actions, 
when we have God Iooking on, tis 
worſe than, To Spue before a Prince! 
Behold, a ſtroke of Angelical Pu- 
rity ! & quis Deum ita metueret, 
ut Regem, Angelus foret; It is, 
to be under the Eye of God, as 
having the * of a mighty Prince” 
« ways upon 
My Chil Child, Should the Holy 
\ESUS appear viſibly to thee in 
thy Cloſet, would it not render — 
ce there very Circumſpett 7 Why 
is Divinity is with us there; 
why thould it not have as much 
Reſpett with us, as His Flumani- 
ty And, Oh, let This, even. 
This, be a vaſt Encouragement un- 
o you, to abound in the Duties of 
the moſt ſecret Religion : My God 
er what I do in Secret! We read, 
Shae thy Door, Pray to thy Father Mat. 6.6. 
which is in ſecret; thy Father ſees. 
„ ſecret. The Eye of the Great 
GOD, let That be Theatre enough. 
Tho? no Mortal knows the Pray- 
, the Tears, the * of Ele- 
vated Chriſtianity} - 


f — ĩͥ m᷑ — — a> 
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all known to the: Infinite G O; 
And this is more, than 
if they were known to alt the 
World. Verily, The Eye of God 
+ will be always for - Good upon them, 
whom the 05 — animates al- 
ways to the g of Good. It 
1s the moſt _— Evidence of 
Uprighr»eſs that can be = 
Muay a Man to be ſecretly Reli 
upon this Conſideration; Gad — 
the way that I take. My F 
if upon Trial, 44 
Confideraion, Inge ayer pw 
ence upon thee, come 
; Feth as Gold. It is 4 Golden Samt, > 
— chi has, * Fits Fleſh N 4 


— by che Fear of ind 
Pſal. Wyn. 
_ now go on to chaſe 


, which are to 


purſue Retirements, A Chriſtian 
muſt not only be Well-employ'd, 

ppens to be Retired ; 
Day be Retired, 
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Cloſet, O Chriſtian, are Holy Sup- 
plications, and Holy Meditations... T 


The Firſt EMPLOYMENT. 


You muſt Retire for Holy Sup- 
plications, in your daily Retirements, 
you are to Supplicate for the 
HELP of the 5 hob wn 

Secret 18 19 t 
amiable Lp Irable Effort of 
Chriſtianity, which is now to be 
Fervently Commended : Oh ! 
at it be with all poſſible Fervency 
Fractiſed! 1 Becrek Paper, to be 
every Day addreſy'd wa, . Glo- 

" rious Hegs 100 of Pray A | 
' 2aver,;” the very Neat 
Pape, the net * Tü Go 


4 ns = 


to SS * all DEt Treaſures” of” 
Heaven Tt. Sor n 5 
light, the Glo & 
of God pan 


Hearken, my Baer, to the 
Admonitions of the Lord 

| will, ficſt, make an Effay, with 
an ungainſayable umportunity, to 
gain your Conſent, and Purpoſe, 
to ſet upon the Prattiſe of Hecret 


Mat. E, 5 
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I have an Errand unto thee, O 
CONSCTENCE! I Demand of 
the Conſcience, that is to Speak 
and fudge for GOD, in the 
Minds of thoſe, who are now cal- 


led upon, ſeriouſly to Ponder and 
Anſwer theſe Enquiries. 


1. Can there be any thing more 


Poſitive, than that Commandment 
Mar. 6.6, 


of our Lord JESUS CHRIST ? 
Enter into thy Cloſet, and when thou 
haſt ſhut thy Door, Pray to thy Father 
which is in Secret. And therefore, 
To Live without ſecret Prayer, L I 
indeed this be to Live ! If a Sin- 
ner who does it, be not rather 
Dead while he does Live! J is it 
not plainly to Deſpiſe the Holy 
Commandment of the Lord Fe/#s 
Chriſt ? Will not the Name, and 
the Hope of a Chriſtian, be forteit- 
ed by ſuch a Diſobedience to the 
Holy Commandment ? 


II. Our Lord fays, Thou ſhalt 
not be as the Hypocrites, BUT Pray 
in ſecret, Is it not a rare thing 
for Hypocrites, to Delight more 


in ſecret Prayer, than in acting up- 
n 
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on a more publick Stage? Or, 
if Hypocrites do for a while thus 
Delight in God, is it not rare 
for them always thus to Call up- 
on Him ? Is it not the frequent 
Confeſſion of thoſe, who by pro- 
ving Apoſt ates from a fair Profeſ- 
fon, have proved, that they were 
but Mypocrites in it; That while 
hey made all their Show of Religion; 
they either wholly neglected ſecret 
Prayer to God, or at leaſt, they 
very rarely met with any thing of 
Jod in ſecret Prayer } In ſhort, 
s not a groſs Neglect of Secret 
Vrayer, in a Profeſſor of Religion, 
2 deſperate Symptom of HHpocri- 
ly And muſt not every one, 
that would acquit himfelf as in 
the Sight of God, often pour out 
his Prayers, where he ſhall be on- 
n the Sight of God? 


HI. Our Lord ſays, Pray to THY 
FATHER which is in ſecret. Such 
Spirit of Prayer, as Diſpoſes one 
for ſecret: Prayer, and Enlarges one 
ur ſecret Prayer, is it not a com- 
*ortable Token to a Perſon; that 
ac. has God for his Father ? May 

E 5 15 


- 
RC 


Luke 5. 
16. 


Mat. 


123. 
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It not be comfortably Thar 
e who 


have in ſecret Prayer a ſweet Fa- 
miliarity with Him, and whom 
He takes alone, every now and then 
- &-&—p Him ? Is it not 

wit of Adoption, enabling us 
— Father ! Who car- 
ries us to our Heavenly Father, and 
opens our Mouths our Hearts 
unto Him, when there is no, Body 
elſe to hear what tween 
Him and us? But who then is 
the Father of them that are Stran- 
gers to Secret Prager? Alas, Who 
is their Faber? What @ Black 
Father have they ? 


IV. In — — Life of 
our Lord JESUS CHRIST, 1snot 


Secret Prayer one Thing Remarka- 


bly Exemplified ? Is it not men- 
Ay as 2 frequent Cuſtom with 
cur LORD? He with-drew Him- 
ſelf, and Pray d. Was not the 
Evening one Seaſon for Secret 
P3ayer, with our Lord? Of whom 


14. we read, He went apart to Pray, and 


en Evening was come, he was 
alone. Was 6 


2 > a=. Bm _ ito aA _X- a _ = C4 q <A a 3d £4... 4 


The reiste of the 


5 2 ot 4 


with our 


alſo read, In the Aforning be de- Mark x 


gart ed into a ſolit ace, and 35 
ths he Pray d. b* t Perſon 
worthy to be called, A Chriſtian, 
who does not endeavour an Imi- 
tation of the Lord Je Chriſt 2 
Ot Secret ought not every 
Chriſtian to ſay, Since this was 
zone by my Saviour, why ſhould not 
7 do ſo too ?' Or, Can we Walk 
as He walked, if we do not often 
walk into a with-drawins Place, 


and there Kneel before our GOD 2 


V. To which of the Saints wilt 
thou turn ? If we track all the 
eminent Saints that ever were in 
the World, ſhall we not find them 
at Prayers, in Cloſets as well as in 
Churches ?* When Jacob was 4- 
lone, do not we read, That he 
wept, and made Supplicat ion? Can 
one be an Hraelite indeed, without 
going alone, to Converſe with God, 
as Faceb did, when he got the Ti- 
tlie of 1ſrael ? Do we not find 
facred Patterns for @ecret Pzay- 


5s in doſes Praying on 2 ou! 


ia 


a hs N — — 
2 < * * 
ov Py hd 
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tf 3 5 
= 
. 


| * | - 


— 


The Religion of the Chiſet. 
in David Praying in a Cave; in 
Elias Praying under a Tree; in 
Jeremiah Weeping in ſecret Pla- 
ces; in Daniel Perfuming his 
Chamber with Supplications; and 
in Paul uſing thoſe which he pe- 
culiarly calls, My Prayers, or, the 
Prayers he made by himſelf ? 
Will not every one that is Godly, 
thus. Pray unto God ? 


VI. Is not the Confeſſion of Sin, 


. moſt neceſſary to the Salvation of 


the Sinner ? Have you no ſecret. 
Sins to Confeſs ? And can you 
take any other way, than by ſe- 
cret Prayers to Confeſs them ? 
Would it not be another Sin, and 
an open Sin, for Men to Publiſh 
their ſecret Sins, the Sins which 


have been kept ſecret by the Pro- 
vidence of God ? 7 


VII. Don't you often Conflict 
with ſuch Corruptions, and ſuch 
Fexations, as it would be a Folly 
for you to make known unto any 
but the Compaſſionate Lord, wha 
knows them all, ard who invites 


you, In all things let your —_— 
F 
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he made known unto God ? Have 
youno unknown Troubles? All you 


can do with dem is that; Caſt thy pfl. 52; 


Durden ow the Lord. How can a 22, 
e en be any otherwiſe 
than by a ſecret Prayer caſt u ; 
the Lord ? Have you no — 
neſs known to your own Hearts alone? 
Would it not be a Fooliſhneſs to 
Complain unto an Unchacitable 


Nei urhouod uf this Bizrerneſs ? 


And, If your Complaint were unto 
Aan, ſhould you not ſtill be Trou- 
led? What will you now do, 
but go Tell all unto a Lord, who 
will Pity you, and not Upbraid 
vou; Relieve you, and not Re- 
proach you. 


VIII. Have you not many Occa- 
fons, of a frequent, a daily Oc- 
currence, wherein it would be a 
great Profanity in you, if vou ſhould 
make no Applications unto God ? 
Would it not be a prophane Athe- 
:/m, to be concern'd with none 
but Second Cauſes on ſuch Occaſi- 
ons, and att as if you had no 
Concern with God at all? Now, 
s it fit that we ſhould let our 

Newgh- 


% 
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Neighbours Witneſſes to all 
the Applicator that we make 
unto our God ?. Muſt they know 
all the Undertakings u which 
we ask the Bleſſing of Heaven 
Muſt they know all the Benefa- 
for: upon whom we ask the Re- 
ward of Heaven ? Muſt they know 
all the Adver ſqriesavainſt whom we 
ask the Shelter of Heaven? Is it poſ- 
Able to No, wirhout @eeret Por 
er, on Ten Thouſand Occafions ? 


IX. Do not lye open to 
Horrible Impreſſions from Sarer, 
while you lay aſide @ecret Pzayer, 
which is, The Grand Preſeryative ? 
Has it not been obſerved among 
the People of God, that the Days 
wherein they have been overta- 
ken, either with ſingular Priqui- 
diet, or with fingular Calaminies, 
and they have been talen in t e Snare 
of the Fowler, have been Days 
wherein their Secret Paper n the 
Morning, hath been either who! 
Omitred, or poorly Performed 7 


X. Willnot R have 
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be a moſt precious Harveſt of e 
cret Pzayer ? Shall not they that 
| Sow with ſuch Prayer, moſt cer- 
| rainly Reap with Jay ? Can a4 
readier Courſe be taken, to enſure 
all Ti al Proſperity * Dad net 
| te Servant of e nd hi 


. Bufmeſs, and his Journey, go on 

| the better, for being in à Secret 
Pꝛapet committed unto the Lord ? 
; Or, are any Souls more like to 


Proſper, than they that thus lay 
themſelves under the direct Rays 


| „ the Sun of Righteouſneſs * Was 
there not a marvellous Commu- 
; nication from Heaven, to a Peter, 
when he was by ſears Prayer 
prepared for it ? Yea, May not 
One Perſon, and an Obſcure-one 


too, by Wecret become 2 
ick BleTing ; ſo that many, 
many thall ( 


| ance) fare the better forks 


5 5 XI. In Secret paper, what are 
| we, but a Speftacle to Angels ? 
Yea, an Amiable, and an Honou- 
B rable Speffacle. And will not the 
| Angels of God be on the Wing, 
ö always-zeady to do us any Good 
. 3 Offices, 


* 
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Offices, that God in anſwer to our 
fecret Prayers ſhall Order them todo 


1 Chron. for us? Conſider, That Fabez. called 


4 10. 


on the God of Iſrael, ſaymg, Oh that 
thou wouldeſt bleſs me indeed, and 


inlarge my Coaſt, and that thin: 


Hand might be with me, and that 
thou wouldeſt keep me from evil, 
that it may not grieve me. And 
God granted him that which he re- 


queſted, | 


XII. May not we be admitted 
unto a moſt Intimate Fellowſhip with 
Ged, if we are not flothful in the 
Buſineſs of ſecret Prayer, but fer- 
vent in Spirit, ſeeking the Lord 
A Fellowſhip mith God, that would 
make ſuch an Impreſſion of His 
Grace upon us, as would cauſe our 
Face to ſhine in our Fruitful Con- 
ver ſations. A Fellowſhip with God, 
that would Aſſure us our Sins are 

ven us; and would bring home 


the Elect ing, and Redeeming, and 


2 Love of God unto us, 
and cauſe us to KR yfjoyee with Foy 


_ wnſpeakabls, and full of Glory. 


XIII. Mar 
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XIII. May not they that never 
4 themſelves with God in 

cret Prayer, or that rarely make 
a a ſecret Viſit unto the Lo * 
nuch fear the Doom of them, 
whom the Lord will ſay, — 
/ never knew you ? Certainly th 

«ho do not call upon God, are the 
e of Iniquity 


XIV. In that Day, how Ha 
vill they be, who have by 
Ferret Prayers made their Daily 
Viſits unto the Bord? Will not 
the Glorious LORD then ſay un- 
to them; 

, CHILD, I Know thee very 
* welt; 1 have otten had thee 
with me; Thou art no Stranger 
to me; Enter into the Joy of thy 
* Lord ? All the ſecret Prayers 
* which thou didft once make in 
* thy ſecret Chambers, they ſhalt 
' nie de more than Anſwer'd, ” 
tlie Chambers and Manſions, of 


thy Heavenly Father's Houle, 
* where an Eternal Bleſſedneſs is 
' reſerved for thee ! 


* 


ge The Religion of e 
And now, certainly, the An- 
ſmers that CONSCI NCE can- 
not but give to theſe pefions, 
will bri ; about this 
my Children, Behold, they Prom ? 
But if fo, Behold they Live ! 
conn now. now be Milerble On | 
A en, if may. 
222 of the Charm: which 
we thus lay upon them ! Should. 
I have Sitten Five or Six Times 
Rehold, I have Smittey Twice Se- 
ain Heat ſo their 2 


e » az . —. 1 1111 
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Jour ö 
uch of Secreſ 
2922 you from the 


of V an 2 
08 any Vanity, x 


Say ff 
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Say not, That you want Proper 
Matter for- Secret Pager. Look. 
where you will, either into your 
own Haris and Loves, or into the 
Bible that lyes open before. you, 
and Matter of Prayer will pour 
upon vou. 

Zven thoſe of you, that are vet 
your Early Child- hood, ſoon after: 
you can fult Go Alone, you ma 
Ger Alone, rem after fome ſu, 
marmer as you {end u 
your Cries unto the keek, : 


D BAVANLY FATHER; 
Give me CHEAIST3- © 


- 
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I was Born in Sin; I haw 
Walk'd in Sin. The Lord JESUS 
CHRIST is my only Saviour. Ob ! 
let Him ſave me from all my Sin. 
Give me a New Heart. Let thy 
Holy Spirit fill me with Holineſs of 
Heart and Life. © | 
Guide me 3 Counſel ;, bring 
me to Glory. 
Bleſs my Parents; make me 4 
Beſſeng to my Parents. 
Redeem People out of all their | 
Troubles, O ſtrong Redeemer ! 
Oh ! That thou wouldeſt Bleſs me 
indeed, thro” my Lord Jeſs Chriſt. 
Amen. X 


1 W ad "a. tr. Fa. * 


But as you grow to Riper Un- 
de ſtandings, you will endeavour 
more fully to Underſtand, wbat 
Petitions, and what Acknowleds- 
ments, the Throne of Grace is to be 
Addreis d withal. The Catechi/m, 
which Explains the Lord's Prayer, 
will give you Inſtruftions; You 
are Inftrutted every Lu -D; 
Inſtructed even as often as you 
joyn with the People of in 
any Religious Exerciſes. 


It 
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It has been — given 
as an Advice of great Conſequence, 
That we ſhould every Morning 
fore-ſee, as far as we can, what 
/vecial Affairs we ſhall have before 
us in the Day enſuing ; and with 
our ſecret Prayers then particular - 
'v commend thoſe Affairs unto 
the Lord. 2 

But you will remember to ask 
tie Favours of God, for Others as 
well as your Selves; eſpecially for 
your neareſt Relatives. L A Fob 
Pray for every Child by Name. J 

f any have ſeriouſly Requeſted 
dur Prayers for them, treat not 
de Requeſt as a meer, empty, 
'ormal Complement make it an 
Occaſion to expreſs your Charity 
make a particular Mention of them 
to the Lord. 

Have any, by ſpecial Kindneſſes, 
laid you under Obligations? Be 
lure to carry a Kind Remembrance 
them, and ſollicit Heaven for 
{uitable Mercies on their behalf. 

if you have received any ſpecial 
{njuries, it would be a Noble Thing 
you, to take this as an Oppor- 


tunity offer'd you by Heaven to 
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by Name for the Injurious, 
That God will be Merciful to 
them. 
You muſt not fotget particular- 
= for — — the 
r) the 
-you 
belong, And, the white Church of 
God : God forbid you ſhould fin, 
in ceaſing to Pray for it ! He is no 
— maged, who Prays not 
for the Iſrael of "God No Citixen 
of Zion, who Prays not for the 
Peace of Feruſalem. 
Hoem often? Twice a 
little enough, ordinari 
cxet Pꝛaper, to be a by Or- 
dinary Chriſtians. But a David, 


or a Daniel, a Perſon of more 


Eminent Circumſtances, efpecia|- 
ty in the Church, may hardly diſ- 


* with leſs tun Thrice 


2 Day. Oh! How would it 
deep op onr k with" God, if we 
mould uſe at Hour of the 


Day, when 2 Caſe, or a Care oc- 


Kurs unto us, Thew' to Pop tlafue, 
and make a Diff Prayer to 
tlie Cod of Heaven upon it ! 


Dey ſeom | 
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Lansbergins, methinks, Writes 
ke a true Soldier * —_ when 
he fays, Ex omn ibus vides, Que - 
gde audis, diſce Ora ſumere oc- 
4 4ů10 nem, ment ad Deum el e- 
andi. Learn to Pray on All Oc- 
caſims. 1 will tranilate the Words 


.oi the Excellent Mitſſus. 


© Beſides the Ejaculatory Pray 
ers, wherewith we are to Sales 
111 our Actions, there are other 
and longer, and more formed 
Prayers, which are not to be tied 
unto any certain Times; ö Quippe 
quibus occaſio datur ex ii, que 
cuivus in Curſu Rerum ſuarum ac- 
cidunt : Our Affairs furniſh us 
with continual Occaſions for 
them. He obſerves, that the 
very Pagans were ſenſible of this. 
The 2 Advice of Epifferus was, 
Pray ever 3 N The 
prattiſe of „Was, To do no- 
thing wit haut 1 entring into the 
Capitol, He remarks, That 
Chriſtian can Encounter with * 
Temptation, — Enſnared with no 
Corruption, 


A ede Te no 


ing over lim, 
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Maven no 


Mercy, 


be Viſited with no 
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Mercy, but there are Occaſions 
for Prayers in all theſe things. 
Hic nullis ſe Temporum periodis c- 
cumſcribi p. iuntur. 

In what Poſture ? If Drowſmeſs cor 
not otherwiſe be ſhaken off, I know 
not why we may not Pray in the 
Poſtute of Walking. But this Po- 
ſure is uſually not ſo Eligible, not 
ſo Agreeable, not Humble enough. 
Kneeling is the ancient Poſture, 
and that wherein we do moſt hand- 
ſomely Shrink towards Nothing be- 
fore the Lord. But ſome Servants 
of the Lord, when they feel and 
uſe a ſingular Agony in their /c- 
cret Supplications, do chuſe to caſt 
themſeives Proſtrare on the Floor, 
and from the Du## ſend up their 
Cries to the God of Heayen : He 
putteth his Mouth in the Duſt, %% 
be there may be Hope! * 

Vea, it would marvellouſly con- 
tribute unto the Growth their 
Chriftianity ; marvellouſly freng- 
then the Power of Godlineſs in them, 
if Chriſtians would more accuſtom 
themſelves to fpend Whole Pays | 

mn Secret Prayers, and in Secret | 
Praiſes unto che Lord. 3 1 


* — 
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the Men, who by a Conſecration to 
8. he Evangelical Miniſtry, are under 14 
—poeculiar Bonds, to be Mer of God, 

and to give themſelves unto Prayer; 
n i theſe are Strangers to ſuch Days, 
0 their Miniſtry will certainly ſuf- 
he fer by their Slarhfulneſss But 


o- | cven Private Chriſtians may ſure- 
ot find the Leiſure, to ſet apart 
h. [hole Days, for a Secret Con- 
re, er ſation with Heaven: And, 
4d Ohl the Heavenly Impreſſian, which 
e- it would make, and leave upon 


2s | them ! Some of theſe begin to 
nd be Inguaſitive : | 


ſe- 

aſt n ſhall a Day of &ecret Yumi- 

or, lation be Managed? 

eu 

He will ſay but This. 

ſo | Divide your Prayers. Begin the 
Day, with owning your own Im- 

on- /:toncy, and Unworthineſs, and ask- 

er { 4 for the Spirit of Grace to aſſiſt 

* VOU in what 1s before YOu, 

2M, in another Prayer, make a Con- 


om eien of your Sins; and fly to 
ars | te Sacrifice of the Lord JESUS 
rr Of CHRIST, that your Sins may be 
ally | Eardon'd ; and Accept the offer d 
F Righ- 
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Righteouſneſs of that Great Sa- 
viour and Surety, that you may 
find Acceptance with God ! 

In another Prayer, - beſeech of 
God, That He would Sanctify 
you, with all His Graces, and 
eMortify all the Laſts in you, 
that are contrary to His Graces. 
In another Prayer, enumerate 
before the Lord, Special Occ 1- 
frons which you have to make 
your Petitions unto Him. 

Make another Prayer, to ſpread 
before the Lord, the Condition 
of Others, for whom you are con- 
cern'd. 

As many more Prayers you miy 
make, as your Strength and your 
Time will allow. 

On this Day, you ſhould be 
Extraordinarily Critical, in Ex4- 
mining all your own Fizmbling 
Circumſtances, whether of Sin, or 
of Sorrow; and greatly Abaſe and 

Abhor yourſelves, and Juſtify the 
Lord, in a Recapitulation of them. 
Alas, This alone, were a L 


Work, if it were done as it ſhould 


be done > 
The Sacred Scriptures, and other 


Dev 
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Devotionary Treatiſe:, are to be 
Read with Attention on this Day, 
in the Intervds, between the Pray- 
-»5 of the Day. 3 

On this Day, you ſhould form 
New Reſolutions about your Walk 
with God ;, and Record what you 
R eſolve ;, but Rely upon Him for 
{lp to Perform it all. 

The Prayers are to be accompa- 
nie with Alms, which may go 
p as a Memorial before God, On 
this Day, ſend out, or lay by, 
omething for Pious Vſes. © 

Conclude the Day with Pſalms, 
© you can Sing; which they who 
ever learn, deprive themſelves 
Gres Conſolations. 

Fill the whole Day with per- 
nent Ejaculations. Antiquity tells 
us of ſome Chriſtians, (and par- 
c:cularly of the Apoſtle Bartholo- 
r) That they Pray d an Hundred 
7:mes in a Day; yea, of one Paul- 
, that he Pray'd Three Hundred 
T'mes in a Day; yea, of a Virgin, 
that ſhe Pray'd Seven Hundred 
Times. On ſuch a Day as we 
hive now before us, let our Eja- 
culatory Prayers ariſe to ſome 
F 2 Hua 
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Hundreds, if it be poſſible 1. 
Bur then; 


* 


How ſhall a Day of Secret Thanks 
giving be Managed ? 


I will ſay but This. 

After you have Read and Thought 
on the Glories of the Great GOD, 
and His Glorious CHRIST; and 
on the aſtoniſhing Works, which 
He has done, in the Creation, and 
Redemption, and Government of 
the World, and of His Church 
in the World, Then to make 
Recognition of theſe Things on 
your Knees before the Lord ; Thu 
may well take up no lictle part 
of the Day. 

Proceed then, to Conſider and 
Recognize, the particular Pa- 
vours of God unto yourſelves. 
Do not miſs Cne Article, i you 
can help it: See, and Own, how 
the Eternal Bene factor, has Load- 
ed you with ku Benefits. 

Upon every Article, Conſider, 

how Unworthy you are, and how 
Diſtinguiſh'd you are. 


Diſmiß 
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Diſmiſs not the Article, till 
have contrived ſome Return 
of Gratitude, and Obedience to 
God, that may be fuited unto 
it, and implore His Afiftances. 
Inter mix the Singing of Pſatms 
all along. 
Conclude the Day with a Con- 
ideration on that Lovely Point; 
What ſpecial Thing ſhall I vow 
do P vo Glorious Lord ? 
And keep Records of your Pur- 


That you may be kept in the 
_ Tune, you may impoſe it 
ourſelves, (I will not ſay, 
2 & ) That _—_ Object 
— occaſionally look upon, all the 
Day long, while you are not en- 
zag'd in the more ſolemn and fix- 
r you will make it an 
7 of tome Ejaculat ion, where- 
ou will Glorify God. 
[ Will give no further Directi- 


ons: For, when you are come 


thus far, God will Teach you the 
ret! And for your having been 
thus far Directed, you will Blets 


God WW rnal Ages 
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t will not proceed in Deſeri- 


— — 


bing, much leſs in Preſcribing, as 
2 eticks of the Ancient Chriſts 
they were not always free — 
Superſtit ion. Yet will I prevail 
with my ſelf, to mention one of 
Their Noble Exerciſes. 

The Primitive Chriſtians, m Obe- 
dience to that Commandment of 
Watching unto Pzayer, which they 
underſtood Literally, as well as Me- 
taphorically, ſometimes had their 
Uigils, which were of great Uſe 
unto them, in their Chriftia- 
nity. To ſpend a good part of a 
Night ſometimes in Prayer, 
ſo take the Advantage of a Ne- 
cturnal Solitude, and abridge them- 
ſelves of their uſual Reft, for the 
fake of a Devout Converſation 
with Heaven : They found God 
often Rewarding the Devotion 
and Selt-denial of ſuch Fits, 
with a more than : 
gree of Heavenly px 
And ſome in chte Days, that 
have in this way of Retirement, 
exerciſed 4 unto Godlineſs, 
have met with fuch Conſolation 
and Satisfaction, as to — 
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Cry out, Lord, what is Man, that 
e ſhoulde#t « Viſit him 1 

would not carry this Affair 
roo far. However, if ſuch things 
are by any thought not fit to be 
Praftiſed, yet there may be a Pro- 
fanity in Deriding of f chem. 

But, we have done yet but Pare 
of our "Work. The Mok of the 
Cloſet is not over yet. There 


is, 
The Second EMPLOYMENT. 


We muſt Retire for Poly Pe- 
ditaftons : In our Daily Retire- 
ments we are to Meditate on the 
WORD of our Glorious GOD: 
We read, Tb Defre 4 
ding ſeparated himſelſ, ſeebeth and l 
int ermedleth with all Wiſdom. We 
cannot attain, or expreſs true Wiſ- 
dom, if we do not often Separate 
ourſelves, from Companions and 
Encumbrances, and Meditate with 
2 Defire to Penetrate into the 
Things of our Everlaſting Peace. 

Menitation, Every Man knows, 
chat it is an Exerciſe of not the 
leaſt Importance. The Patriarch 
F 4 Haz 


4 Man ha- Prov. 18 
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Iſaac is not the only Wiſe Man, 
that has left a Copy for Going alone 
ro Meditate, There never was 
One among the true Children of 
? Abraham, who has not judg'd it a 
Needful, found it an Uſeful' Ex- 
erciſe. 


I will but fay This of it. 

Our Sl, (or that Spirit in us, 
which is the immediate Seat of 
our Senſes and our Paſſions, and 
which the Word of G O D has 
taught us to diſtinguiſh from our 
Spirit ) This muſt be-brought more 
and more under the Empire of 
our Rational and Regenerate Spi- 
rit. As that Empire of the Spirit 
(Born and New-born from Hea- , 
ven ) in us does grow, ſo the No- 
ble Work of Sani#:fication is car- 
ried on, and we grow "more 
prepared for the Inheritance of the 
Saints in Light. Now, tis our 
aſſiduous Meditation on the Mat- 
ters of Religion, that the God of 
all Grace does Bleſs, to carry on 
the Empire of the Spirit. My 
Child, Conſider what I ſay, and the 
Lord give thie Onderſtanding. 5 
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All that you will Require of 
me, will be to ſet before you; 
What are the Subjeds, that are 
0% Employ our Meditations, when we 
Retire to Confer with the Heavenly 
World ? | 
Verily, Tho' you may ſhut up 
yourſelves in a very Small Room, 
E you have a very Va Field 
fore you, for your Peditations-. 
More particularly, 


I. When you betake yourſelves 
to Secret Pzayer, is not impro- 
per for you to beſtow ſome Heart- 
breaking e Aed:tations, on thoſe” 
Things that may Direct and Ex- 
cite your Prayer. Said the Pſal- 


. miſt, While I was Muſing, the Fire Plal. 35 
burned, then ſpake I with my Tongue. 


Before you enter. upon your Se- 
cret Prayer, firſt Muſe with your-- 
tel ves. "5 | 

Think; Who i the G OD, unto* 
whom I make my Prayer ? 

Think; What are the Things- 
that I am to beg of my God in 
my Prayer ? 


F 5 Think; 
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Think; What are the 5 
wherewith I am to fill my Mouth in 
Pr ? 
"Think upon thoſe Praiſes of 
God, which our Prayer 1s to be 
Winged withal. * 
Think thus, till the Fire burns ; 
and Then ! with a Flaming Ardour, 
tet your Tongue Speak what you 
have to ſay. 


II. All the Truths in the whole 
Bedy of Divimty call for your Me- 
229 and 3 ſhould Meditate 
upon them, till you are ſenſible of 
their Efficacy. The Servant of 
God could ſay, Oh! how I love 
thy Law It is my Meditation all 
the Day. Surely, it were an ex- 
cellent thing for us every Day, to 
make ſomething in the Law of 
God, our e Meditation. 

We. are to Read the Word of 
God. But the Word is to be Read 
with Meditation. Pauſe and Think 
upon what you Read. 

Think, What Leffons are to be 
found in this Word ? 

Think, What Wiſhes are to be 
framed from this Word ? You ma 


tekc 


fetch" Gold out of every: Verſe ? 
— not a Ferſe, but what 
afford you Leſſont and Wiſhes, more 


to be deſired than Gold, rban much 


fine Gold. 
When you are at a loſs what 


you ſhould think upon, why ſhould - 


you not then take a Text, and 
think it, until you have your 
Minds Moulded into it; Caſt and 
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Fram'd into the lovely e Mould of 


it ? 
When you have heard à Ser- 
on, you ſhould Think upon what 


vou have Heard. A Sermon calls 


for ſome Rymination with you. 
You are not made ſo clean by the 
Word, as you ought to be, if you 
do not Retire to Ruminate on what 
has been Diſpenſed. Go Home, 
and Think, What i it that I am 
now to Ak of the Glorious Lord ? 
Then, Ask, and it ſhall be given 
5% —» With fuch Auditors, the 


Word of God runs, and is Glorifi- 


ed r 
You have the whole Body of 
Divinity before you. Lift up-now 


your Eyes, and look to all Points, 


in the whole Syſtem of the Chri- 


tian 


, =_ 
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ſtian Religion; All the Truth which 
von ſee, to you does the Lord yore it 
all, as a Field for the Range, and 
the Food of your Meditations. Why 
ſhould you not, in the order as 
it lies in your Catechiſms, or what 

order you pleaſe, take one Head 
one Day, another Day the next ; 
and in your ſolitary Retirements, 
Ponder upon it ? Ponder, till you 
find yourſel lves Quickned to Pur- 
poſe. Don't break off, till you 
| have ſhaped ſome Holy Purpoſe. 
Turn this Purpoſe firſt into Prayer, 
then into Prodlice. 


Family 


FRSS 
CREED 


Family Religion 
URGED. 


Or, ſome CoxnsDERATIONS 
offer d unto the 4 4 and 
Conſcience of every Prayer- 
leſs HousHoOLDER. 


tt i i = wt ito. 
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Jos gu XXIV. xv. 


— As for me and my Houſe, we 
will Serve the LORD. 


INCE all Men are to-ac- 
knowledge-GOD in all 

their Ways, does not eve- 

ry Society owe Religious Acknow- 
ledgments unto GOD ? Or, 


Is it. not a Profanity for People in 
| ; a: 


_—— 
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a formed Society, never as ſuch, 
to expreſs their ce on 
the bleſſed GOD for His Bleſ- 
fongs But, Is not a FAMILY 
the very Fir## Society, that by the 
Direction and Providence of GOD, 
is produced among the Children 


of Men > And for ſuch a Se - 


ciety never to Unite in any Att; 
of Piety, is it not & moſt unna- 
tural Profanity and Impiety 


II. Does not the very Light of 
N ature teach us, That Families 
ſhould Glorify God with ſome 
Family Worſhip ? Or, Does not a 
Family, that can Live C if ſuch 
Sinners may be faid indeed to 
Live! ] without the Worſhip of 
God, in Works deny, That the 
Family has any thing to do with 

GOD; or, that GOD i con- 


. ” 
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II. Is it not expreſly Requir'd, 
to Pray with all Prayer ? And, * 
is not Family Prayer one ſort of ' 
Prayer ? 


IV. Is it not expreſly Requir'd, 
That Hfusbands do ſo dwell with their 1 Pet, 3. 
Wives, that their Prayers be not 7. 
hindred And are they not then 
o Pray with one another? 


V. Is it not Requir'd of Maſters, 
To Pray with their Servants Vea, Col. 4. 1, 
to continue in Prayer with them? 2, 3- 
in Alluſion to the continual Ofer- 
ing under the Law, which was pre- 
ented both Mornmng and Evening 
vefore-the Lord. 


VI. Are not theſe Families the 
Workers of Iniquity, which call not 
upon God? Or, Do they not 
practically declare, that they do 
not want, and that they have not 

bad any Mercies from the Lord? 


VII. If Grace be in the Heart, 
can it be long before Prayer is 


| uout 


* 
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vout Man, who fears God, ſhow 
It, Praying to with his 
Houſe ? Or, If there be no Pray- 
er to God in the Houſe, may it 
not be ſaid, Surely, The Fear of 
God is not in this Place ? 


VIII. Have we no Family Si; | 


"to be Pardoned ? No Family 


Wants to be Supplied ? No Fa- 
mily Griefs to be Relieved ?. No 
Family Fears to be Prevented ? 
No. good Things in our Families 
to be Thankful for? No Fami- 
ly Concernments to be commend- 
ed unto the Smiles of Heaven? 
Are not Family Prayers loudly 
demanded by ſach Family Caſes ? 
Or if Conſcience could be heard; 
would it not ſpeak thus much, 
That a Family without Prayer, 
is a Family without God, and with- 
out Chrift, and fo without Hope of 
eſcaping the Curſes of Heaven ? 


IX. Do not the Souls of our CH- 
dren and Servants Cry unto us, to 
Pray with them, as well as for them? 
Is it likely that they will ever 
Pray, until we - reach them to 

: Pray 


{ 
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Pray ? If th e Prayerleſs, 
mul they arr ac under the 
dreadful Wrath of God ? And 
how ſhall we Anſwer for ovr Cru- 
elcy towards them? How ſhall 
we endure the eternal Execra- 
tions wherewith we fthall be up- 
braided from them? 


X. Are not Prayerleſs Families 
the Nurſeries of Jenorance and 
Wickedneſs in the World. The 
Veſts, from which, it will be a 
Wonder, if any thing proceeds 
but Serpents, The Deus that will 
Nouriſh very Dragons of Malig- 
rity againſt the Ways of God. 
And would any Virtuous Parents 
put out a Sor, or a Daughter, to 
Live in ſuch a Family ? 


XI. Can any Man, without 
Same, content himſelf with Se- 
cret Prayer, when he, that would 
not be Aſhamed, muſt have Re- 
ſpect unto all the Commandments 
of God ? And Family Prayer is 
. 88 C ed by 


XII. With 
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XII. With what Face can a Man 
pretend, that he has ns Time for 
Family Prayer, when he has Time 
for 2 many Trefles every Day 
Would not the Work of the Day | 
Proſper the better, for Mens 2z— 
bounding in ths Work of the Lord ? 
Was ever any Man the Poorer 


becauſe he Twice A omg woe 


Fall his Folks to j 
ſeeking to the God, whoſe > of 
fine, make Rich? 


XIII. Does the Henſe-Neeper, 
who is aſbamed of Praying witch 
his Houſe, conſider thoſe awful 
Mark 8, Words of our Saviour ; N hoſor ver 
38. ſhall be aſhamed of e, and of my 
Words, of him alſo ſhall the Son of 
Man be aſhamed ? 


| |, XIV. How _—_ Man plead 
wants lity, Capacity, 
Expreſſion, to diſcharge the Duty 
of Praying with his Family, when 
he knows, he can Expreſs himſelf 
> — reſort unto a Neighbour for 
, when any Diſtreſs lies u 

? Or, if a Man w 


{erwully 


ple in his Houfe are Periſbing, 
would ſuch a One long be at a 
Loſs, What are the Deſires that he 


ſhould ſpread before the Lord? 


XV. May not 2a Prayer with a 
Family be acceptable to God, tho? 
it ſhould not be any fine Oration ? 
And if the Owner of a Family, 
( tho” of mean Arcompliſhments ) 
would be prevailed withal, to call 
his Family together, and begin 
to Pray before them, is it not pro- 
bable, that he would, _ Tryal, 
and the Lord enabling him to do 
his Duty, even beyond his Ex- 
pectation ? 


XVI. Did ever any Man, on his 
Death-Bed, Repent of his Prayi 
with his Family ? Or, if he | 
be ask'd, Whether he does not look 
upon it as an adviſable Thing, to keep» 
Family Devotion alive * Would 
he not, by all means, adviſe to it? 
And is it not Wiſdom for Men to 
do now, as they (when they come 

9 


we have E. 
terly Diſown EKeject us, 
if we did not 1 in our Fa- 
milies; would we not then ſet 

upon the Practice of it? But, is 
not the GOD of Heaven more 
than all the Friends on Earth ? 
And, has not the infinite GOD 
Threatned us, That if ow Fami- 
lies do not call upon his Name, he 
will never know us, but pour down 
his Wrath upon us ? . 


XVIII. Suppoſe we were to be 
turned out of our Houſes, by Ru- 
lers, or Landlords, if we not 
Pray with our Families; would. 
we not then take up the Praftice ? 
But, has not the Holy GOD 
reſolved, That He will Shur us 
out of Heaven, if we do not Pray 
with our Families ? And is not 
that Houſe which is not made with 
Hands, of more Account than our 


earthly Houſes 7 
XIX. 'Sup- 
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XIX. Suppoſe we were to Pay (| 


a Fine of Ten Shillings, every time 

we do not Pray with our Fami- 

lies; would we not then lay afide 

a Objeions, and preſently ſet 
upon our Duty? But, is not the "MM 
Anger of GOD more formidable 

than a Fine of Ten Shillings ? And 

is it not neceflary to deliver a Fa- 

mily from the formidable Anger of 

GOD ? 


XX. Suppoſe we were to receive 
Ten Pounds, from ſome Noble Per- 
/on, as often as we do Pray with 
our Families; would we not then 
be ſoon overcome all Diffculties and 
OL 


Objettions, and attend it without 
Delay ? But, is not the Bleſſing 
1d of GO D more Conſiderable than 
_ Ten Pounds ? Or, has our Good 
GOD faid to us, That we ſhoald 


— {eek his Face in Vain *? 
ih XXI. Daniel was to Dye for it, 


70 2 did Pray; and ſome think, 

as with Family too. If 

we were to be Puniſhed with Death, 

for not Praying with our Families ; 
. * W 
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diate ly? wye 
leſs Houſholder, who knows the Will 
of GOD, but refuſes "ts do i, in 
Danger of Eterna Death * In 
Danger of having his Soul thrown 
among the Lions of the Pia? 


XXII. How can thoſe Wives An- 
ſwer it to God, or Juſtify their 
Profeſſion of Godlmeſs, who do not 
uſe all the Endeavour and Arti- 
fice they can, to Perſuade, and 
Oblige . Husbands to main- 
tain Prayer in their Families 


XXIII. When a Morning ar- 
res, what if we knew, that it 
were the Lat Morning, that ever 
we ſhould ſee with our Families; 
would we not then Pray with 
them? When an Evening arrives, 
what if we knew, that it were 
the Laſt Evening we ſhould have 
with our Families ? Would we 
not then Pray with them? And, is 
there one Man living, who knows 
any other, but that it may be 


XXIV. In | 
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Tv. In a Family, where 3 
Orders are kept, and Prayer is eve- 
ry Morning and Evening, ſeriouſly 
carried on, are not the Children, 
and Servants, likely to be more 
o__ and more Yertuous, than 
an Family, where GOD 1s 
ot fought. unto ? And, are not 
Religions Families, the beſt 

dert to the Common-Wealth ? Or, 
will not the Common-Wealth feel 
the manifold Advantage of Reli- 
Cious Familie:? 


XXV. Are not the Uſages of 
Families oſten tranſmitted from 
Generation to Generation ;, and, as 
it were, intail'd upon Poſterity ? 

not a Good, as well as a 
B Canverſation, be receiy'd by 
Tradition from our Fathers ? Will 
not the Families, that iflue from 
Wicked Families, probably be 
themſelves alſo” wicked ? And 
will not Families that iſſue from 
Godly Families, retain, at leaſt, a 


Form of Godlineſs And will not 


2 Form of Gudlimeſy, often, by the 
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Grace of G O D, prove a Vehicle 


for the Power of Godlineſs ? 


XXVI. Ought not the Scriprures 
to be attentively Read in our Fa- 
miles, when we are going to 
make our Prayers in them ? And 
ſhould we not. firſt hear God 
Speaking to us, m order to our 
Speaking to God ? Should not the 
Word of God be Read in our 
Dwelling, that ſo it may dwel 


| with us ? 


XXVII. Is the Duty of Houſe- 
holders, to Pray with their Houſes, 
to be eſteemed, as only the Se- 
vere Doctrine of the Nonconformiſts, 
when the late Arch-Biſhop of 
Canterbury, in a Book on that 
Subject, Path theſe Words ? 


Conſtant FAMILY WORSHIP, 
* ſo neceſſary to keep alive a Senſe 
of God, and Religion, in the Minds 
of Men, that I ſee not how any Fa- 
mily that Negletts it, can, in Reaſon, 
be eſteemed. a Family of Chriftians, 
1 indeed, haue any Religion a 


XXVI IL A 
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XXVIII. A Town of Bern, in 
Switzerland, was all deftroy'd with 
an Earth-quake, except one Houſe, 
m which the good Man of the 
Houſe, was then at his Devot ion 
with his Family. Suppoſe an Earth- 
quale were to be ſent upon this 
Town, and every Houſe, that is 
without Family Devotion, were to 
be deſtroy'd in the Earth-quake, 
ſhould not we then run to Pray- 
ers with our Families for our Pre- 
| ſervation ? And is there not as 
e- much Cauſe for Supplications, to 
55 prevent the everlaſting Deſtructi- 
on of the Souls in our Families ? 


ma XA Re ro» 


oO! XXIX. Whether all the Chri- 
at ſtians ina Neighbourhood, who un- 
derſtand, that there is a Prayerleſs 
Houſe, have not as much Cauſe, 
as when a Houſe hath the Peſti- 
lence in it, forrowfully to Write 


on the Door, Lozd, have Mercy 
upon us 


Is there not Cauſe to believe, 
That Multitudes are Convinced in 
their Conſciences, that it is their 

| G Duty 
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Duty to Pray with their Families; 
and the main Obſtruttion, which 
cauſesthem, with regretting Mind, 
to go on in Sinmag againſt their 
Con vit ions, is this, That they do 


not kaow how to manage this Duty ? 


We will proceed therefore un- 
to, 


— 
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Some Short and Plain Dixrc- 
TioNs, How the GireT of 
PrRAYts may be fought by 
Perſoas of the ud Ordina- 
ry CapaciTyY. 


ERSONS of the moſt Or- 
dinary Capacity, may ſoon 

learn to turn a great Part of the 
Seriprures into Prayers ; and the 
Scriptures are, in part, given us 
for this very End; that we may 
from thence Compoſe our Pray- 


ers. 


Many of the Pſalms are more 
plainly Calculated tor this Pur- 


ſe. 
— 'Tis 
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'Tis eaſy to take a ſuitable 
Pſalm, or a Part of One, and 
with a very little Change of the 
Perſon, (and ſometimes of the 
Addreſs.) to turn it into a Pray 
er. 

Take, for Inftance, the Firſt 
Pſalms. | 

Lord, make us the Bleſſed Ones, 
who walk not in the Counſe! af the 
Ungodly, nor ffand in the Way of 
rhe Summers, nor fit in the Seat of 


the Scornful : Bat let our Delight 
he in the Law of the Lord. 


And ſo on to the End. 

Certainly, a Repenting Sinner 
would fimd it no Difficulty to 
make a Prayer out of the Fifty- 
Firſt: Pfalzs ;, or the Hundred and 
Thirtieth. Certainly, a Sorrow- 
ful Chriſtian can eaſily do ſo by 
the Hundred and Forty-Second 
Pſalm ;, or the Hundred and For- 
ry-Thard, 

They muſt be very dull People 
indeed, who cannot lay the Scrip- 
bares before them, and- put this 
Direction into Practice. 

Tis your Duty, Sirs, to Search 
the Scriptures : And one Intention 

| G 2 in 


— -- DD -.«. 24... I — . a * 4 


7 — . . 4 _ 


124 


Family Religion. 
in your Search muſt be, to fetch 
from thence the Prayers that you 
are to ſpread before the Lord. 

A Man that reads - the Scrip- 
tures in his Family before his 
Prayers, owes, at leaſt, ſo much 
Attention unto what he has Read, 
as to think ; Well, What Bleſſings 
vn 4 now put in Mind of acting from 
the Glorioms Jod It would be 
a ſtrange Stupidity, if there were 
none to be thought upon. People 
are generally too Lazy and Sluth- 
ful; they don't ſtir up themſelves 
to Mind what is before them : 
It they would uſe as much Thought 
about their Prayers to God, as 
they do about the leaff Aſuters 
of this Lite, they could not be 
lo Srupid, as to fee no freſh Ma- 
ters for their Pr ayers, as often as 
they look into the Heavenly Ora- 


cles, 


II. When we have heard a good 
SERMON, tis Propec, tis 
Fruitful for us to Confider, With 
what latter of Request and Pray- 
er, ſhould I now go before the Lord? 


Pertons of the moſt ordinary Capa- 


cty, 
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city, can employ ſo much of Con- 
fideration, One muſt either pro- 
fanely Seep all the time of the 
Sermon, or have all their Faculties 
in a dead Sleep after it, who is 
not, by a good Sermon minded of 
ſomething or other, to be fought 
in a good Prayer” before the Lord. 
Let a Man uſe to have fomething 
in his Prayer that fſha!l be freſh, 
and new, after every Sermon; and 
ſuch a Man will, at length, learn 
to Pray, even with ſome copica⸗ 
Variety. 

Parents; When your Children 
have heard a Sermon, ask them; 
Child, What muft you now ask of 
God ? A Child of leſs chan Se- 
ven Tears Old, will tell of ſome- 
thing. Charge them thereupon ; 
hd; Beſure you go alone before 
God, and 3 in the Name of the Lord 
Jeſas chrit, wk that Favour of 
Him. Your Children may, in a 
little while, come at the Gift of 
Prayer, as well as the Grace of 
it, by ſuch Inſtructions inculcated 
upon them 


G 3. Some 
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Some are ſo diligent as to Write 

Nit es of Sermons after the Preach- 
er; and ſome having the Advan- 
tage of Writing Short-Hard, loſe 
little or nothing of what 1s deli- 
ver'd. There are Chriſtians, who 
term their Prayers out of theſe 
Notes; yea, they do it, not on- 
ly on the Lord's- Day Evening, 
but allo the reft of the Week, till 
they find a nem Store of Prayers 
in the Houle of God thus provi- 
ded for them. I have known 
tome of theſe Chriſtians arrive to 
an admirable Geft of Prayer, they 
would Pray with a Fluency, an 
Enlargement, and yet a Pertinency, 
even to Admiration. 


III. What is there to hinder 
Perſons of the moſt ordinary C. 
ry, from turning the CATECHISAM 
into Prayers ? There is no Point 
wherein they can be Catechiſed, 
but they may Pray to God for 
ſomething that relates unto it; or 
give Thanks for Mercies therein 
pointed at. 
Our very Babes might be ſoon 
taught, from the Catechiſm which 
18 
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is called, Mili for Babes, to Bleſs 
the God that Afade them, Xeeps 


them, and can Save them; and 


Confeſs the corrupt Nature t 
brought into the World wit 
them; and ask for the Grace that 
may change their Nature ;, to Con- 
eſs their Sins againſt the Comm:nd- 
ments of God ; and ask that they 
may be Saved by the Lord Teſs 
Chriſt, from the Death and Dum- 
nation, which is the Wages of their 
Sins. To adore the Lord Jeſus 
christ, as the Son of God, beco- 
ming a Man; and ask to be Saved 
by His riphreow Life, and bitter 
Death, * gloriow Re ſurredt ion to 
Life ag ain. | 
The Catechiſm, which tells us, 


What ig the Chief End of Ilan, 


teaches us, to Pray for Grace to 
Do that wich is our chief End ; 
and for Grare to embrace and 
follow the Rxle, which God has 
us. 

ben it tells us, what God , 
it teacheth us, to own Him for 
fech, and to ask for Grace to onn 
Him, and ſerve Him, as ſuch. 


04 When 
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When it tells us, the Condition 
of Sinfulneſs, and Wretchedneſs, 
into which our Fal from God has 
brought us, it teaches us, to Pray 
for Deliverance from that Condi- 
tion. 

When it tells us, the Offices of 
Jeſus Chriſt, it teaches us to Pray, 
that thoſe Offices may be execu- 
ted for us. 

When it tells us, the Beneſios 
of Jeſus Chriſt, it teaches us to 
Pray, that we may be made Par- 
rakers of theſe Benefits. 

When it tells us, what 1s for- 
bidden in the Commandments, it 
teacheth us, to Pray for the Far- 
don of our Sins againſt the Com- 
mandments. 

When it tells us, what is Rę- 
quired 1n the Commandments, 
teacheth us, to Pray for Help to 
Do what is Required. 

When it deſcribes unto us, 
the Graces of a Reg enerae Chri- 
ſtian, it teaches us, to Pray for 
thoſe Graces. | | 

Finally; When it Expounds the 
Lord's-Prayer, it ſupplies us with 
Materials tor our Pr. er to the Lord. 

Why 
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Why may not a Houſhold er hear 
his little Folks recite a convenient 
part of their Catechiſm, and then 
turn it into Prayers with them, 
and for them ? 

Reader; If thou art not utterly 
void, even of all common Senſe, 
it is impoſſible, but thou ſhould'ft 
learn to Pray upon. ſuch Experi- 


ments: 


IV. 1 will offer one Direct ion 
more. 


Houſholder ;, When thou art g0- 
ing to Pray with thy Family, 
think with thy ſelf; It may be, 


this is the Laf# Prayer that ever 1 


ſhall make with my Family ! Now, 
ſuppoſe it ſhould be fo : And, 
verily, the is. not Imper- 
5 * 

ing to ſay on If of thy 
— 18 and of thy Family ? 
Certamly, the Agony of this Con- 
fideration, would ſoon cauſe thee 
to Ehink of ſome -ferwext Cries 
unto God. Wouldeſt thau not, 
without any Teacher, Cry out for 
uch Things as theſe ? 


©© 
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E i Rolivia 
c Glorious Gen; we know 
chat Thou canſt do eve- 


4 Thing 
. © And thou art Rich m Mer- 

© We are Sinners; we are the 
* chief of Sinners. 

© But Jeſus Chrift came into 
* the World, that He might Save 
the chief of Sinners. 

Intereſt in 


© Ogive usa faving 
© Jeſus Chrift ! 
© Let our Sins be all Pardon'd, 
* for the Sake of Him who ſaves 
His People from their Sins. 
6 * Give new Hearts unto us: 
Give us Hearts to fear Thee, 
< love Thee, and ſerve Thee. 
Let our be all bound 
up in the Bundle of Life, 
O Lord, we beſeech | 
: 3 
us 
e | 
© Be Merciful to us, far the 
Sake of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, 


Many more ſuch Peritiont would 
foon be dictated, by the — 


Gu 


r 


Id 
1 
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of a Mind apprehending the near 

proach: of Death: and after Denth, 
the Judgment. „ 


V. But for the farther Aſſiſt- 
ance of ſuch Houſbulders, who, in 
Senſe of their Incapacity, make 
che Requeſt once made by the 
Di/ciptes to our Saviour, Teach u 
'0 Pray! We will bere, withoat 
ipprehending it Needful to com- 
poſe a Form of Prayer, inſert ſome 
elect Seriptural Paſſages, wherein 
our Saviour hath taught us to Pray 
certain Methodiz'd Confeſſions and 
Petitions, in the expreſs Words of 
che Sacred Seriprure, which are 
iome of the many that a 7 
may ſpread before the Lord. 


£ od dr = O God, even Neb. 9-6. 
Thou art God alone. 

Thou haft Created all Things, 

and Thou preſerveſt them all, 

: and the Hoſt of Heaven Wor- 
ſhippeth Thee. 
< Great is the Lord, and of Pſi. 147. 

x great Power; His Underftand- ” 

ing is infinite. « Thi 
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JL 145. * The Lord is Righteous in all 
7- * his Ways, and Holy in all his 
Works. | 
Pal. 143. The Lord is alſo Good unto 
9. © all, and his tender Mercies are 
over all his Works. 
Pſ:l. 86, © Thou art plenteous in Mer- 
5, 6. © cy, unto all them that call upon 
© Thee, Give Ear, O Lord, unto 
© our Prayer, and attend untv 
the Voice of our Supplications. 
Zum 3. 1. By one Man, Leven by ow 
fir ſt Father ] Sin has entred in- 
© to the World, and Death by 
© Sin; and fo Death has paſſed 
© upon all Men, for that all have 
Fam. 3. 2. Sinned. — And how, in many 
things we offend all. 
Pal. 130, If thou, © Lord, ſhouldeft 
3, 4 mark Iniquities: O Lord, who 
| * ſhall e But chere is For- 
© giveneſs with Thee, that thou 
© may'ſt be fear ee. 
Jb. 3.16, © God fo loved the World, as 
to give his only begotten” Son, 
a _ * Believeth in 
im, ſhould not Periſh, but 
a bave everlaſting Life. 
Mark 9. Lord, we "deſire to Believe, 
14 help thou our Unbelief. 3 
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Al © Let the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt, 1 J0b.r.7+ 
1 the Son of God, cleanſe us from 

* all Sin. 

Order our Steps in thy Word, Baal. 19. 
and let not any Iniquity have 153. 
Dominion over us. 

© Let the God of Peace San- 1 The. 5, 
ere © &ify us throughout, and pre-, 3: 
© ſerve our whole Spirit, and Soul 
nt and Body, blame leſs, unto the 
coming of our Lord Jeſus Chrift. 

© Over all the Enemies of our Rom. 8. 
Salvation, let us be more than 37- 
Conquerors, through Him that 
by © has loved us. 

© Let the Goodnefs of God lead Rom 8. 4. 
us to Repentance. 

© And let our Chaſtiſement be Hab. 12.8. 

* for our Benefit; that we may 
deſt de partakers of his Holineſs. 

f Lord, Guide us by thy Coun- Hal. 73. 

* fel, and afterwards receive us 24. | 
c Glory. To * * 
© Feed us with Food conveni- Prov. 30. 
ent for us. 8. 
Fgleſs us indeed, let thine Hand i Chron. 4 

© be with us; keep us from Evil, 10. 

that it may not grieve us. 1 
2 W ENG 0 on dþ aig OY 
e * that be Good. 
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Hal 28. © Save People, and Bleſs 
9 © thine ———.— feed chem 
and lift them up for ever- 
Pfal. 67. Works be knen up- 
ws on Earth, thy ſaving Health 
© among all Nations. 
© Let there be. no Complain- 
ing in our Streets; and let us 
be the Ha le, ny 
© God is * 
* 2. e axe ta make Sup; 
* © tions. for thofe — AS 
L thority, over us; we. may 
r peacenble Life, 
| © in all Godlineſs — Honeſty. 
T/al. 146. Let thee Lord 
75 8, 9. 6 ment for the 
give Food to the Hungry, — 
© looſe, the Priſoners. Let the 
* Lord raiſe them that are bow- 
dend down, and; reheve the Or- 
oo Phan and the Widow ; ndo ver- 
* throw the Way of the Wicked. 
Hal 103, * WMe bleſs che Lord wath our 
2 1 4 © Souls, for all his Benefits; who * 
3 forgives our Iniquities, whoire- 
© heves our Infirmities, bo re- 
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< deemeth our Lives from Des 


* ftruftian, and crowneth us with 
: loving Kindneſs, aud tender 
Mercies. That 


execute lade | 


to be communicated 


"Favours in the 


Interceſſion for us. 


kd ſowe remarkable Paſ- 
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